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A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

5-al-Ma'moon
6- al-Mu'tasam
7- al-Wathig

[These three manifested
Fitnah and trialed the

people]

8- al-Mutawkil
[Through him Allaah
removed affliction,
manifested the Sunnah,
wiped out Bida,
suppressed Fitnah. May

Allaah have mercy upon

him]
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A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

¢ The most important
reasons for the
occurrence of the Fitna

e Translation of Persian,
Roman, Greek & Indian
books into Arabic.

e Those Khulafah
seeking friendship with
the people of Bida

¢ The al-Abbasi
Khalifah who started the
Fitnah was al-Mamoon

¢ The source of the
Fitnah was: Ahmad bin
Abi Duwaad

¢ 218 A.H.was the
year in which the
scholars were trialed.
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A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

¢ The punishment

for those who refrained

from saying that the
Qur'aan is created &
that was the Fitnah:

* Imprisonment

* restraints

* Being beaten

* sacked from

employment

* stopping of
sustenance from the

welfare fund
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A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

O Those Well-known

scholars who were trialed

1- Muhammad bin Saad,

al-Waqgadi's scribe

2- Yahya bin Ma'een

3- Abu Khaythama

4- Abu Muslim al-
Mustamli

5-Isma'eel bin Dawood
al-Jawzi

6- Ahmad ad-Durqi

7-lbn Abi Mas'ood
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¢ Imam Ahmad was a

contemporary of eight
of the Khulafah al-
Abbasieen

1- al-Mahdi

2- al-Hadi

3- ar-Rasheed

4- al-Ameen

[These four were on the

Madhab of the Salaf]

5- al-Ma'moon

6- al-Mu'tasam

7- al-Wathig

[These three manifested

Fitnah and trialed the

people]
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A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

These scholars accepted
the Fitnah fearful of the
sword, may Allaah forgive
them.

Imam Ahmad said:

If these scholars had
been patient and stood
for the sake of Allaah
then the matter would
have ended, but al-
Mamoon had warned
them.

However, since these
Scholars accepted while
they are the specific
scholars of this City and
al-Mamoon was
emboldened against
others... they were the
first to break this rift, and
corrupted this matter.
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A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

8- Imam Ahmad bin
Hanbal

9- Muhammad bin Nuh
10- Ubayd Allah bin Umar
al- Qawareeri

11- al-Hasan bin Hammad

Sajjadah

All of These scholars
refused to accept, so
they were Imprisoned
and shackled except for
Al-Qawareeri and
Sajjadah they gave in
afterwards, may Allaah

forgive them.
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A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

As for Imam Ahmad and
Muhammad bin Nuh then
they never accepted, and
they were brought
shackled to Mamoon, and
Imam Ahmad made Dua to
Allaah that he does not see

the face of Mamoon

By the time they
reached a place called "
Ar-Rigga' news reached
them with the death of
al- Mamoon, so they
were returned to

Bagdad
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A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

and on the way
Muhammad bin Nuh died
may Allaah have mercy
upon him and Imam
Ahmad prayed his

Janazah and buried him.

© The trial of Imam
Ahmad took a dreadful
turn when al- Muatasim
took control of the
khalafah in the year 218
AH.

Imam Ahmad may Allah
have mercy upon him
and be pleased with him
was beaten so severely
that his arms were
dislocated.
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A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

One of those who
whipped him said: |
whipped Ahmad bin
Hanbal eighty times, had
| whipped an elephant
like that it would have

obeyed me.

He was patient and
would debate them
and endure different
types of harm for a
period of 28 months
and it has been said

that it was 30 months,
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A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

He would defeat them
with the strength of his
evidence,

and the strength of his
certainty, his Eemaan
and his heart being

steadfast.

© In the month of
Ramadan in the year 221
AH Imam Ahmad was
freed and that added up
to the Imam having been
in prison for 2 years and

4 months.

—

13

iz § oy @S OB

Ol g cilonl g diudy S g

dw Olao gl (§ @
cdamt ol BT Y Y
25 pladl 05 s
O o] (§ S

el dao J g

—t



A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

After Allaah had cured
him from the effects of
the harsh lashings he
hastened to teaching,
giving Fatawa, and
attending the Juma and
congregational prayer
until al-Mutassim died in

the year 227 AH.

¢ In the year 231 AH
the Khalifah al-Wathiq
prohibited him from
meeting anyone, to
remain under house
arrest, and not to attend
the Juma and
congregational prayer,

Imam Ahmad said

—

14

JbTu.n c&\ olad QT SESY
Al waadl oAl

D3> 9 S gxdllg o !

2YYV dew WQJ\ Ol
aaize O (351 gl Aol

iy o g e 4]

D dexl aloYl B g cdelax

—t



A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

‘Indeed, | hold the
opinion of obedience to
the ruler in hardships
and ease, those matters
that are liked and
disliked and if he
monopolizes over you.
But indeed | am
sorrowful from not being
able to attend the prayer,
attending the Juma and

invites of the Muslims.'

May Allaah have mercy

upon him.
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A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

¢ |nthe year 232 AH al-
Muttawakil took a hold of
the Khalafah and Allah
cleared through him the
clouds of gloom,

And made the Sunnah
apparent and erased Bida
and extinguished the
Fitnah.

He honoured Imam
Ahmad and highly
respected him,

so much so that he would
not place an authority
over a province except
after consulting Imam
Ahmad.

Bashr bin al-Harith said:
'Indeed it is as if Ahmad
was entered into a
furnace and came out as
pure, high-quality gold.

—

16

¢ docud| J@Jab
(deddl xa g
EWHIRVELP

Jse Y O o cdaic

Ol p o JB e

S a1 desT 0]

—t



A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

¢ |bn al-Madini said:
'Allaah honoured the
Religion with Abu Bakr
Siddeeq on the day of
apostates, and with
Ahmad on the day of the
trial.’

Al-Maymooni said:

Ali bin al-Madini said to
me: O Maymooni, no one
stood firm in Islam the
like when Ahmad bin
Hanbal stood firm.

| was extremely shocked
about this and | went to
Abu Ubayd al-Qassim bin
Salam, And narrated to
him the saying of al-
Madini
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A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

He replied : He was
correct, indeed Abu Bakr
found helpers and
supporters on the day of
apostates, as for Ahmad
bin Hanbal then he did
not have helpers and
supporters... | do not
know in Islam the likes of

him.

[Taken from al-Mayhna
wa Atharuha fee Manhaj
al-lmam Ahmad]
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A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

Arabic Reference
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The whole Text

¢ Imam Ahmad was a contemporary of eight of the
Khulafah al-Abbasieen
1- al-Mahdi
2- al-Hadi
3- ar-Rasheed
4- al-Ameen
[These four were on the Madhab of the Salaf]
5-al-Ma'moon
6- al-Mu'tasam

23

—
| —



A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

7- al-Wathig

[These three manifested Fitnah and trialed the people]
8- al-Mutawkil

[Through him Allaah removed affliction, manifested the
Sunnah, wiped out Bida, suppressed Fitnah. May Allaah
have mercy upon him]

¢ The most important reasons for the occurrence of
the Fitna

e Translation of Persian, Roman, Greek & Indian books
into Arabic.

* Those Khulafah seeking friendship with the people of
Bida

¢ The al-Abbasi Khalifah who started the Fitnah was
al-Mamoon

¢ The source of the Fitnah was: Ahmad bin Abi
Duwaad

¢ 218 A.H. was the year in which the scholars were
trialed.

¢ The punishment for those who refrained from
saying that the Qur'aan is created & that was the Fitnah:
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A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

* Imprisonment

* restraints

* Being beaten

* sacked from employment

* stopping of sustenance from the welfare fund

¢ Those Well-known scholars who were trialed
1- Muhammad bin Saad, al-Wagadi's scribe
2- Yahya bin Ma'een
3- Abu Khaythama
4- Abu Muslim al-Mustamli
5- Isma'eel bin Dawood al-Jawzi
6- Ahmad ad-Durqi
7-1bn Abi Mas'ood

These scholars accepted the Fitnah fearful of the sword,
may Allaah forgive them.

Imam Ahmad said:
If these scholars had been patient and stood for the

sake of Allaah then the matter would have ended, but
al-Mamoon had warned them.
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A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

However, since these Scholars accepted while they were
the specific scholars of this City and al-Mamoon was
emboldened against others... they were the first to
break this rift and corrupted this matter.

8- Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

9- Muhammad bin Nuh

10- Ubayd Allah bin Umar al- Qawareeri
11- al-Hasan bin Hammad Sajjadah

All of These scholars refused to accept, so they were
Imprisoned and shackled except for Al-Qawareeri and
Sajjadah they gave in afterwards, may Allaah forgive
them.

As for Imam Ahmad and Muhammad bin Nuh then they
never accepted, and they were brought shackled to
Mamoon, and Imam Ahmad made Dua to

Allaah that he does not see the face of Mamoon. By the
time they reached a place called ' Ar-Rigga' news
reached them with the death of al- Mamoon, so they
were returned to Bagdad and on the way Muhammad
bin Nuh died may Allaah have mercy upon him and
Imam Ahmad prayed his Janazah and buried him.
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A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

¢ The trial of Imam Ahmad took a dreadful turn when
al- Muatasim took control of the khalafah in the year
218 AH.

Imam Ahmad may Allah have mercy upon him and be
pleased with him was beaten so severly that his arms
were dislocated.

One of those who whipped him said: | whipped Ahmad
bin Hanbal eighty times, had | whipped an elephant like
that it would have obeyed me.

He was patient and would debate them and endure
different types of harm for a period of 28 months and it
has been said that it was 30 months, he would defeat
them with the strength of his evidence and the strength
of his certainty, his Eemaan and his heart being
steadfast.

¢ |n the month of Ramadan in the year 221 AH Imam
Ahmad was freed and that added up to the Imam
having been in prison for 2 years and 4 months.

After Allaah had cured him from the effects of the harsh
lashings he hastened to teaching, giving Fatawa, and
attending the Juma and congregational prayer until al-
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A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

Mutassim died in the year 227 AH.

¢ |In the year 231 AH the Khalifah al-Wathiq prohibited
him from meeting anyone, to remain under house
arrest, and not to attend the Juma and congregational
prayer, Imam Ahmad said | hold the opinion of obeying
the ruler at times of hardship and ease, whether you
like it or dislike it and if they monopolize but indeed, |
am sorrowful from not being too be able to attend the
prayer, attending the Juma and invites of the Muslims.'

May Allaah have mercy upon him.

¢ |n the year 232 AH al-Muttawakil took a hold of the
Khalafah and Allah cleared through him the clouds of
gloom and made the Sunnah apparent and erased Bida
and extinguished the Fitnah. He honoured Imam
Ahmad and highly respected him, so much so that he
would not place an authority over a province except
after consulting Imam Ahmad.

¢ Bashr bin al-Harith said:

'Indeed it is as if Ahmad was entered into a furnace
and came out as pure, high-quality gold.
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A Summary of the Trials of the Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal

¢ |bn al-Madini said:

'Allaah honoured the Religion with Abu Bakr
Siddeeq on the day of apostates, and with Ahmad
on the day of the trial.

¢ Al-Maymooni said:

Ali bin al-Madini said to me: O Maymooni, no one
stood firm in Islam the like when Ahmad bin Hanbal
stood firm. | was extremely shocked about this and
| went to Abu Ubayd al-Qassim bin Salam, and
narrated to him the saying of al-Madini.

He replied : He was correct, indeed Abu Bakr found
helpers and supporters on the day of apostates, as
for Ahmad bin Hanbal then he did not have helpers
and supporters... | do not know in Islam the likes of
him.'
[Taken from al-Mayhna wa Atharuha fee Manhaj al-
Imam Ahmad]
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