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The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

The Authentic Ahadeeth
1- From Wa'il bin Hujr:

That he saw the Prophet sallAllaahu
alayhi wa sallam place his right hand on

his left, then place them on his chest.

[Collected by Ibn Kuzaimah al-Bayhagq;,

Abu ash-Shaykh in the book "Tareekh
Asbahaan' p.125, & authenticated by Ibn
al-Qayyim, al-Hafidh lbn Hajr, ash-Shawkani
said in ‘Nail Awtaar’: ‘There is nothing
more authentic about this subject than the

Hadeeth of Wa'il’, & Al-Albaani]
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2- From Qabisah bin Hulab from his father

who said:

‘I saw the Prophet sallAllaahu alayhi wa
sallam would leave from his prayer
from his right side and from his left
side, and | saw him, place these on his

chest.’

Yahya described placing the right hand on

the left on top of the wrist.

[Collected by Ahmad, Tirmidhi, lbn Majah,
lbn Abi Shaybah, ad-Daraqutni, al-Bayhaaqi,
al-Baghawi & graded Hasan by Tirmidhi
and Nawawi agreed with him, & Al-

Albaani]
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3- Ali-RadhiAllaahu anhu said about the
Ayaah:

{32005 &lss) ad)
{Therefore, turn in prayer to your

Lord and sacrifice (to Him only). »

[Al-Kawther: 2]

It is placing the right hand on the
middle of the left hand, then placing

them on the chest.'

[Collected by al-Bukhari in ‘Tareekh al-
Kabeer’, ad-Daraqutni, Ibn Abi Shaybah, al-
Bayhagi & graded Hasan by Al-Albaani]
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4- From Tawoos who said:

‘The Messenger of Allaah sallAllaahu
alayhi wa sallam used to place his right
hand on his left hand and tighten them
onto his chest, whilst he was in the

prayer.’

[Collected by Abu Dawood, Al-Bayhagi &
graded 'Mursal Jayyid' by Al-Albaani]

The Weak Ahadeeth
1- From Ali RadhiAllaahu anhu who said:
‘Indeed, from the Sunnah in the prayer

is placing the palm on the hand under

the navel.'
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|Collected by Ahmad, Abu Dawood, ad-
Daraqutni and from him al-Bayhaqi, lbn Abi
Shaybah & graded weak by al-Bayhaq;,
Nawawi, az-Zaylai al-Hanafi, Ilbn AbdulBarr,

al-Ayni al-Hanafi, Ibn Hajr, & Al-Albaani]

The Views of the Main Research Scholars

1 — Shaykh AbdulAziz bin Baz
A- The Sunnah of placing the hands in the

Prayer

Shaykh Abdul Azeez Bin Baz — May Allaah
have mercy upon him- (d. 1420 A.H.) was
asked:

The Question:
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What was the guidance of the Prophet
sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam in placing
the hands in the prayer? Is there a
problem with me placing them

between the navel and the chest?

The Answer:

The Sunnah of placing the hands in the
prayer is on the chest, this is what has
been authentically known from the
Prophet sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam from
the Hadeeth of Wa'il bin Hujr, from the
Hadeeth of Sahl bin Sa'ad, and from the
Hadeeth of Qabeesah bin Halb from his
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father, indeed some of these narrations

explain other narrations.

It has been narrated from Ali: 'that from
the Sunnah is to place the hands under the
navel', however, the Hadeeth is weak
according to the people of knowledge and

is not authentic.

In fact, what is authentically known is
placing the hands on the chest, as is
mentioned in the Hadeeth of Wa'il bin
Hujr, and in the Hadeeth of Qabeesah bin

Halb from his father.

In the Hadeeth of Sahl bin Sa'ad he said: A

person was commanded to place his right

10




The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

hand on his left forearm in the prayer. So,
they were ordered that a person was to
place his right hand on his left forearm in

the prayer.

Therefore, it is explained by the hadeeth of
Qabisah bin Halb from his father and the

hadeeth of Wa'il that the intent is:

to place them on his Chest and the fingers
of the right hand upon his wrist and his

forearm.'

https://binbaz.org.sa/fatwas/12198/%D8%A7%D9%34%D8%B3%D9%36%D8%A9-

%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%BS-

%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%8A%DI%86-%D9%81%DO%8A-

%D8%A7%DS%84%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AS
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https://binbaz.org.sa/fatwas/12198/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A9
https://binbaz.org.sa/fatwas/12198/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A9
https://binbaz.org.sa/fatwas/12198/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A9
https://binbaz.org.sa/fatwas/12198/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A9

The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

B- What is the description of placing the

hands whilst standing in the prayer?

Shaykh Abdul Azeez Bin Baz — May Allaah
have mercy upon him- (d. 1420 A.H.) was

asked:
The Question:

s it placing the hands upon the upper
part of the chest near the neck, or on
the right-hand side- towards the heart-

while standing in the prayer?
The Answer:

No, the Sunnah is to place the right hand

upon the left upon the chest as is

12
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mentioned in the Hadeeth of Wa'il bin

Hujr, and the Hadeeth of Halb at-Taaiee!

https://binbaz.org.sa/fatwas/22099/%D9%85%D8%A7-%D8%B5%D9%81%D8%A9-
%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%BI-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%DE%AF%DI%E8A%DI%86-
%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AT7%D9%84%D3%82%D9%8A%DE%A7%DI%85-
%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A9

C- Hands on the Chest is Better for

Khushoo

Shaykh Abdul Azeez Bin Baz — May Allaah

have mercy upon him- (d. 1420 A.H.) said:

‘It is more befitting to concentrate in the
prayer and have khushoo and place the
hands on the chest reflecting upon what
the Imaam is reciting. This is due to the

saying of Allah Azza wa Jal:

13
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<<When the Qur'aan is being recited,
then listen to it and remain silent,
perhaps you will have mercy sent upon

you>>

Also the saying of Allah Subhaanu:

3l (3 ab ol () Oshaball 61 35
<<Indeed, the believers are successful.
Those who offer their Salat (prayers)

with all humility and full

submissiveness.>>

[Taken from the booklet: 'Ajwaab as-Saheeh min Ahkaam Salaat al-layal wa Taraweeh']

14




The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

2 —Shaykh Muhammad Nasiruddeen Al-
Albaani

A reminder of that what is in the Book and
the Sunnah in absolute terms and not in a
restricted form in a specific description
then it is taken as It is presented, and a
mention of placing the hands upon the

chest in the prayer.

‘It is necessary for me to remind you of a
principle which | have brought attention to,
time after time, which is, as for what is
mentioned in the Book and the Sunnah
absolutely and not restricted with a

limitation or a certain description, then it

15




The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

becomes obligatory to follow this text as it
is mentioned in an absolute form and with
a limitation or certain description and

likewise the opposite of this also applies.

If a text is limited or restricted to a time
period or a place, or a certain description
then it is not allowed to separate this

restriction from that particular text,

but indeed, this text is understood as it is
described and restricted. So, based upon
that it is not allowed for a Muslim to come
to a certain form, for example to a form in
the prayer where there a specific

description which has not been

16
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mentioned, and then a person describes it
either with a statement or with his action
in a specific description, then that will be in
the area of innovation and Bida' in the

Deen.

All of you are aware of the statement of

the Prophet-SallAllaahu alayhi wa Alahi wa

salam:

55 ¢ dedy Base S0 ¢ HgeIl Wliasag Skl

DWW g e 591 3l cousdl (39 ¢ Db deny
‘Be aware of newly invented matters;
indeed, every newly invented matter in
religion is a Bida', and every Bida' is
misguidance.

17




The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

And in another Hadeeth:
LW g e Sy

‘and every misguidance is in the Hell-

fire!
Therefore, based upon that, there are in
some Arab countries- in fact, in some of
the Madhab which are followed- that the
Sunnah is placing the right hand upon the
left hand upon the heart but not on the

chest, and this is opposite to the Sunnah.

The Sunnah is placing them upon the chest

and not placing them upon the heart.

The heart about which the Prophet- alayhi

as-Salaam- said:

18
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'There is in the body a morsel, which if
it is rectified then that rectifies the

whole body, and if it becomes corrupt
the whole body would be corrupt, it is

nothing except the heart.'

Therefore, it is not from the Sunnah of
placing the hands like this by moving them
to the left side, but in fact, the Sunnah is
placing the hands on the chest, so
whoever placed the hands to the left with
philosophical justification then he has no
origin for this action; and that justification
is as they say ; is not the heart the center

of Eemaan, so they claim that placing the

19
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hands upon the heart is in fact from the
point of view of protecting Eeeman which

is housed in the heart.

Allaah has not revealed the permissibility
for this justification, there is not any
Hadeeth- even if it was a weak (Da'eef)
Hadeeth or fabricated (Mawdoo) one, that
the Prophet sallAllaahu alayhi wa alahi wa
sallam would turn his hands away from
placing his hands on the chest to placing
them on the heart, so you found some of
them turning away from placing his hands
so it ends up that his forearm is under his

armpit, however, the Sunnah is to place his

20




The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

hands upon his chest, and not to slant
them towards the left and place them
upon the heart. Therefore, slanting the
hands to the left upon the heart, has no
origin, in fact, placing the hands is upon

the chest.'

https://www.al-
albany.com/audios/content/142627/%D8%AA%D8%B0%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%B1-
%D8%A3%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%A7-%D8%ACY%DE%A7%D8%AL-%D9%81%DI%SA-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%AA%DE%A7%DE%A8-
%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-
%D9%85%D8%B7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7-%D8%BA%DI%8A%D8%B1-
%D9%85%D9%82%D9%8A%D8E%AF-%D8%A8%DE%B5%D9%81%D8%A9-
%D9%8A%D8%ACK%DE%B1%D3%89-%D8%BI%DS%84%D9%89-%D9%85%D8%A7-
%D8%AC%DE%AT7%DE%AL

21
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3 — Shaykh Allamah Muhammad bin Salih

al-Uthaymeen (d.1421 A.H.)

A — Gripping or Holding the Hands on the

Chest

‘The right hand is placed upon the left
hand upon the chest without gripping the
hand even though it is allowed to grip the
hands, therefore, it is either placing the

hands or gripping the hands.

Both ways are permissible, this is the
summary of the description of the prayer
which we learn from the prayer of the

Prophet- sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam.

22




The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

What is necessary is that a person has
concern and follows the description of the
prayer as is presented by the Messenger of

Allaah sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam.

This is because from the conditions of
worship is having sincerity for Allaah Azza
wa Jal and to follow the Messenger of
Allaah sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam so that
these two conditions can be implemented
and fulfilled. | ask Allaah to make my deeds
and your deeds purely for His Face and in
agreement with what pleases Him, indeed
He is the One who continuously Grants and

is the Most Generous.

23




The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

B — The Best Opinion of Where to Place the
Hands

Shaykh Allamah Muhammad bin Salih al-
Uthaymeen (d.1421 A.H.) said:

‘Others from the people of knowledge
went with placing the hands ‘on the

chest’, and this is the best of opinions.

There is some speculation about the
evidences mentioned about this issue,
however, the Hadeeth of Sahl bin Saad-
RadhiAllaahu anhu- which is in Bukhari
apparently supports placing the hands
on the chest. The best of the Ahadeeth

which are mentioned with what they

24
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have of speculation is the Hadeeth of
Wa'il bin hujr that the Prophet
sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam used to

place his hands on his chest!

[Sharh al-Mumta’ 3/37]

C- what is important is that the right hand

is placed upon the left ‘upon the chest!

Shaykh Allamah Muhammad bin Salih al-
Uthaymeen (d.1421 A.H.) said:

‘Is the right palm placed upon the
middle of the left forearm as it seems
apparent from the Hadeeth of Sahl bin

Saad-RadhiAllaahu anhu- or do we say,

25
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it is placed upon one side of the

forearm or is the wrist and forearm

included?’

The answer:

‘What is apparent is that there are two

descriptions, therefore, sometimes,

The right palm is placed in the middle

between the forearm and the left hand,

And sometimes, place the right palm a
little further upon the forearm, and

also sometimes to place it just upon

the left hand.

The matter of placing the hand is near

to this and easy, but what is important

26
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is that the right hand is placed upon

the left ‘upon the chest!
[Fath Dhil Jalal wal Ikram 3/141]

D- What is the Ruling of Placing the Right

Hand upon the Left upon the Chest?

Shaykh Allamah Muhammad bin Salih al-
Uthaymeen (d.1421 A.H.) was asked:

‘What is the ruling on placing the right
hand upon the left hand upon the chest
or upon the heart? What is the ruling

on placing the hands below the navel?’

The answer:

27




The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

‘The ruling on placing the right hand
upon the left in the prayer is that it is
Sunnah due to the Hadeeth of Sahl bin
Saad — RadhiAllaahu anhu- who said:

oy oyl s O 193082 b1 OB
«8Muall (§ Gl deh)d Je ool

(Sl do

‘The people were ordered that a
person should place his right hand

upon his left forearm in the prayer’
[Collected by Bukhari]

However, where are the hands placed?

28




The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

The answer is that the closest of
sayings to that which is authentic is

placing the hands ‘upon the chest’,

This is due to the Hadeeth of Wa'il bin
Hujr-RadhiAllaahu anhu- that the

Prophet- sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam -
‘used to place his right hand upon the

left upon his chest”.

Even though the Hadeeth has some
weakness, it is closer to authenticity

than other narrations’
[Fatawa Arkaan al-Islam p.315]

4 - Shaykh Salih al-Fawzan

From the Hadeeth of Wa'il bin Hujr:

29
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oy (4o ol oy 98 ¢ (il po Culion
0o OLC LSJ\*‘::‘-”
That he saw the Prophet sallAllaahu

alayhi wa sallam place his right hand on

his left, then place them on his chest.
[Collected by Ibn Khuzaimah]
The Explanation
Shaykh Salih al-Fawzan said:

‘Wa'il bin Hujr was from the kings of
Hadramaut, he came to visit the
Prophet in a delegation, and he
announced that he had accepted
Islaam and he gave his oath of

allegiance to the Prophet- sallAllaahu

30
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alayhi wa sallam. He strengthened his
Islaam. He passed away during the

Khalafah of Muwayeeyah.

Wa'il said: ‘I prayed with the Prophet-
sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam- and that
he placed his right hand upon his left
hand upon his chest.” That was while he

was standing in the prayer.

This is also a Sunnah from the Sunnan
of the prayer, which is taking a hold of
the left by the right hand: ‘and placing

them on the chest.’

So, these are from the established

Sunnan of the prayer from the Prophet-

31




The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam- and this is
what the majority of the people of
knowledge say, and from them is Imam
Malik as is mentioned in the book ‘al-

Muwatta’.

However, he has another opinion,
which is placing the hands on the side
of the body and not taking a hold of the
hands, and his companions acted upon

his Madhab.

However, the Sunnah is what is
established from the Messenger-
sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam- and this is

the opinion of the majority of the

32
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people of knowledge, even Imam

Malik,

Some of the people of knowledge said:
Indeed, Malik left his hands on the side
of his body due to an illness that
affected him, this is why he left off
taking a hold of his hands in the prayer
due to an excuse, nevertheless, what is
obligatory to act upon is the Sunnah of
the Prophet -sallAllaahu alayhi wa

sallam.’

[‘Tas-heel al-Ilmam Bifigh al-Ahadeeth min Baloogh al-Maraam’ v.1 p.221]

33
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The Detailed Research of Shaykh Al-

Albaani

Placing hands on the chest in the prayer

L3l 3 oduall e (il pusg Cod> usuas

> oo de 319 |

Shaykh Al-Albaani brin

in the original version

gs detailed research

of his book ‘Sifat as-

Sallatun-Nabi’ (the Prophet’s Prayer

Described):

‘Regarding the statement: ‘Placing the

hands on the chest, this is what is affirmed

and established from the Prophet

sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam and no other

place has been established.

34




The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

In this regard there are Ahadeeth:

The first: from Wa'il bin Hujr:

That he saw the Prophet sallAllaahu
alayhi wa sallam place his right hand on

his left, then place them on his chest.

Collected by Abu ash-Shaykh in the book
'Tareekh Asbahaan' p.125, and by al-
Bayhagi from Mu'amal bin Isma'eel from
ath-Thawri from Aasim bin Kaleeb from his

father from Wa'il bin Hujr.

The narrators in this chain are trustworthy,
except that Mu'amal bin Isma'eel has been

spoken about, due to his weak memory, so

35




The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

in the book 'at-Tagreeb': it says: 'He is

truthful but weak in memory.'

Then al-Bayhagi collected this narration by
way of another chain from Wa'il, but the
chain is weak. See the book 'lrwa al-

Ghaleel' no. 353.

The Hadeeth was presented by Al-Hafidh
az-Zayla'i in his book 'Nasb ar-Raiya'
(1/314), and he said: 'Collected by Ibn
Khuzaimah in his book 'Saheeh lbn

Khuzaimah'.'

So, Allaah knows best; did he collect this
narration from another chain, or did he

narrate it from the two previously

36




The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

mentioned chains? No matter which one it

was, the Hadeeth is strengthened with...

The second Hadeeth: this is what was
collected by Ahmad who said that Yahya
bin Saeed informed him from Sufyaan, that
Sammak narrated to him from Qabisah bin

Hulab from his father who said:

‘I saw the Prophet sallAllaahu alayhi wa
sallam would leave from his prayer
from his right side and from his left
side, and | saw him, place these on his

chest.’

Yahya described placing the right hand on

the left on top of the wrist.

37




The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

This chain was graded Hasan by Tirmidhi,
and its narrators are the narrators of Imam

Muslim other than this Qabisah;
Ibn al-Madini and An-Nisa'ee said:
'He is unknown.'

The first of them added: 'No one narrated

from him except Sammak.’
Al-'ljali said:
'A trustworthy Taba'ie.'

lbn Hibban mentioned him in 'ath-Thigaat'
along with authenticating his Hadeeth- like

adh-Dhahabi said- and also in "at-Tagreeb':

38




The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

'He is accepted.' What also is used as

supporting evidence is:

The third Hadeeth: Abu Dawood (1/121)
said: Abu Tawbah narrated to us that al-
Haytham-lbn Humaid- narrated to us from
Thawr from Sulayman bin Musa from

Tawoos who said:

‘The Messenger of Allaah sallAllaahu
alayhi wa sallam used to place his right
hand on his left hand and tighten them
onto his chest, whilst he was in the

prayer.’

39




The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

This chain is 'Mursal* Jayyid' and is good.

All its narrators are trustworthy.

It is a requisite that this is evidence to
everyone; because- even though it is
Mursal, this matter has come with a

'Mosool? form' (where the chain is in a

' Mursalis aterm used in the sciences of Hadeeth to
describe a narration where a Taba’ee (a successor
of the Companions) narrates directly from the
Prophet -sallAllaahu alayhi wa salam- without
mentioning the Companion from whom he took that
narration. The origin of these types of narrations are
weak but they could be authentic due to other
factors.

:Mosoolis aterm used in the sciences of Hadeeth to
describe a narration as having a connected chain of
narration.

40
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connected form) from other chains as you

have seen.

What also supports this is what Hamad bin
Salamah narrated: he said Aasim al-Jahdari
narrated to us from his father from Ugba

bin Suhbaan who said:

Indeed, Ali-RadhiAllaahu anhu said about
the Ayaah:

{32005 &ls5) ad)
{Therefore, turn in prayer to your

Lord and sacrifice (to Him only). »

[Al-Kawther: 2]
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It is placing the right hand on the
middle of the left hand, then placing

them on the chest.'
Collected by al-Bayhaqi

Its narrators are trustworthy other than
the father of Aasim al-Jahdari- whose
name is al-Aajjaaj al-Basri, indeed, | did not
find anyone mention him, and Al-Hafidh
lbn Katheer said in his Tafseer: 'It is not

authentic from Ali.'

Then Al-Bayhaqi collected something
similar from lbn Abbas. There is a

probability its chain can be graded Hasan.
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What supports the narration of Ali is what
is collected by Abu Dawood (1/120) by way
of Abu Taloot Abdus-Sallam from Ibn Jareer

ad-Dhabi from his father who said:

‘| saw Ali RadhiAllaahu anhu hold his
left by his right hand on the wrist above
the navel’
Regarding this Isnad al-Bayhaqi (2/30) said:
‘It was Hasan.
It is as he said it was-In shaa Allaah Ta'ala-
since all the narrators are trustworthy,
other than Ibn Jareer ad-Dhabi-and his

name is Ghazwan-, and likewise his father;

and Ibn Hibban declared them both to be
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trustworthy, and more than one person

narrated from them.

Bukhari presented his long hadeeth
without a connected chain in 'Saheeh al-

Bukhari' (3/55) in a decisive form which

shows it is from Ali.

Also, from what is correct here is to
present the Hadeeth of Sahl bin Saad and
the Hadeeth of Wa’il - which have

preceded, and their wording is:

he placed his right hand on the back of

his left hand, wrist and forearm.

As for the wording of the Hadeeth of Sahl
bin Sa'ad:
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‘A person was commanded to place his
right hand on his left forearm in the

prayer.

If you said: It is not mentioned in these two

Ahadeeth where to place the hands!

| say: this is present in the meaning of
these two Ahadeeth. If you were to
implement what is mentioned in these two
Ahadeeth, indeed you would find yourself
compelled to place your hands on your
chest, or there abouts, this is because it
extends from placing the right hand on the

back of the left hand, wrist and forearm.
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Try what | have said to you, and you will

find this to be correct.

Therefore, it is established with these
Ahadeeth that the Sunnah is placing the
hands on the chest, and what opposes this
is either weak or that which has no

foundation!
[placing the hands under the navel]

As for placing the hands under the navel,
then there is nothing present regarding
this except for one connected Hadeeth,
which was narrated only from one narrator
about whom it is agreed upon that he is a

weak narrator, and there is complex

46




The Sunnah of placing the hands in the Prayer

confusion about him; so sometimes he
brings the narration from Ali, and another
time he says it is from Abu Hurairah, and
that narrator is, Abdurahman bin Ishaaq al-
Wasity who said Zeyad bin Zayed as-
Suwaiee narrated to me from Abu Juhaifah

from Ali RadhiAllaahu anhu who said:

‘Indeed, from the Sunnah in the prayer
is placing the palm on the hand under

the navel.'

Collected by Abu Dawood (1/120),
Daragutni (107), and from him al-Bayhaqi
(2/31), Ahmad (1/110) and in the book
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'Masa'il Ibnihi Abdullaah' with different

chains from him.

Then Daraqutni collected it, and from him
al-Bayhaqgi from way of Hafs bin Ghiyaath
from Abdurahman bin Ishag from an-

Nu'maan bin Saad from Ali.

Then Abu Dawood collected it, and
Daraqutni from way of AbdulWahid bin
Zeyad from Abdurahman bin Ishaaqg from
Sayyar Abul Hakam from Abu Wa'il who
said: Abu Hurairah said: .... and he

mentioned the narration.

There is severe and complex confusion

about him; sometimes he says: Zeyad bin
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Zayed as-Suwaiee narrated to me from Abu
Juhaifah from Ali and sometimes: from an-
Nu'maan bin Saad from Ali, and again,
from Sayyar Abul Hakam from Abu Wa'il

from Abu Hurairah.

This is complex confusion which weakens
the Hadeeth, and this is if there is complex
confusion about a narrator in the chain
who was Thigah (trustworthy), then how
would the chain be when the narrator is
weak and this is in agreement by the
scholars! and that narrator is Abdurahman

bin Ishaag.

Abu Dawood said:
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'l heard Ahmad bin Hanbal graded
Abdurahman bin Ishaaq al-Kufi to be
weak.'

Al-Bayhaqi said:

'There is weakness in his Isnaad.' Then
he said: 'This Abdurahman is criticised
by Ahmad bin Hanbal, Yahya bin
Ma'een, al-Bukhari and other than

them.'

Then he said:
'And he is Matrook (rejected)’

and al-Hafidh said likewise in 'al-Talkhees

al-Habeer' (3/526)".
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ad-Dhahabi said:

'They graded him as weak.' and in

another place he said: 'He is weak.'

Nawawi said in 'al-Majmoo' (3/313), and

also in 'Sharh Muslim' and in 'al-Khalasah':

'The scholars are in agreement that this
Hadeeth is weak; because it is from the
narration of Abdurahman bin Ishaag al-
Wasiti, and he is graded weak with the
agreement of the Imams of Jarh wa

Ta'adeel.’
az-Zayla'ai (1/314) said:

'al-Bayhagi said in 'al-Ma'arifah’:
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‘Its Isnaad is not affirmed, it is solely
narrated by Abdurahman bin Ishaaq al-

Wasiti, and he is Matrook (rejected)’

al-Hafidh said in 'al-Fath' (2/178): 'It is a

weak Hadeeth.'

al-Hafidh Ibn Hajr rejected it, and he did
not present this Hadeeth in his book
'‘Baloogh al-Maraam’, in fact, he presented
in this chapter the hadeeth of Wa'il about

placing the hands upon the chest.’
[The Madhabs of the Scholars]

As for the Madhab of the scholars in regard

to where to place the hands in the prayer;

[The Shafi’ opinion]
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then the Shafi'ayeea said that:
Nawawi said:

'and this is what the majority say'- that
is to place the hands just under the

chest but above the navel!
Nawawi said:

'Our companions use as proof the

Hadeeth of Wa'il.'
ash-Shawkani (2/158) said:

'The Hadeeth does not illustrate to the
opinion that they held; this is because

they hold the opinion that the placing
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of the hands takes place below the

chest.

However, the Hadeeth is clear that the
placing of the hands is upon the chest,

and likewise is the hadeeth of Tawoos,

and there is nothing more authentic
than the Hadeeth of Wa'il. This is
appropriate for what we said previously
stated from the Tafseer of Ali and lbn

Abbas of the statement of Allaah Ta'ala:
{32005 &5} ad)
{Therefore, turn in prayer to your

Lord and sacrifice (to Him only). »

[Al-Kauther: 2]
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In that the 'Nahar'(the area just above
the chest): is actually placing the right
hand on the left in the area just above

the chest and also the chest.’
[Hanafi Opinion]

Abu Hanifah, Sufyaan ath-Thawri and
others went with the opinion that to place
the hands under the navel, and they used

as evidence the preceding Hadeeth of Alj,

and you have come to know that it is
agreed up that this Hadeeth is weak; and it

is not permissible to use it as evidence,

especially because it is established from its

narrator- | mean, Ali- from his actions
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which is in contrast to this point- as has
preceded- and that is placing the hands

above the navel and not under it!

The principles of the Hanafeeyah Madhab
dictate leaving the Hadeeth of the one
who acted in opposite to his narrating of
the Hadeeth- as is established by them in
Usool al-Figh- ; therefore, it becomes
necessary for them to leave the Hadeeth
of Ali- especially since the Hadeeth is weak
- and to adhere to his action, and that Ali's
action is more authentic than his narration,
and that this point is aided by other

Ahadeeth in this issue- as you can see.
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The research scholar as-Sindi-
Rahimahullaah- was just whereby he said
in his book 'Hasheeyat Ibn Majah'- after
presenting some of the Ahadeeth which
we mentioned previously, and from them
the hadeeth of Tawoos which is in the

Mursal form?3:

'This Hadeeth- even though it is Mursal;

and Mursal is proof with all of the scholars.

:Mursalis aterm used in the sciences of Hadeeth to
describe a narration where a Taba’ee (a successor
of the Companions) narrates directly from the
Prophet -sallAllaahu alayhi wa salam- without
mentioning the Companion from whom he took that
narration from. The origin of these types of
narrations is weak, but they could be authentic due
to other factors.
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Therefore, in brief, just as placing the
hands is the Sunnah and not placing them
by the sides; and it is established that the

place is the chest, and none other.
As for the Hadeeth:

‘Indeed, it is from the Sunnah to place
the palm upon the hand in the prayer

under the navel’

Indeed, the scholars are in agreement of it
being weak. This is what is mentioned by
lbn al-Hammam quoting Nawawi, but he

remained silent about it.'

As for what is mentioned in the book:

'Bad'ai' al-Fawaid' by Ibn al-Qayyim (3/91):
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Imam Ahmad said- in the narration of al-
Muzni: he disliked placing the hands on the
chest. This is because what is narrated
from the Prophet-SallAllaahu alayhi wa
sallam- that he prohibited from placing the

right hand on the left hand on the chest.'

Indeed, this use of evidence is strange!
since the Hadeeth-if it is authentic- then it
does not mention placing the right hand

on the left hand in the prayer.

Also, not everything which is prohibited
outside of the prayer is prohibited in the
prayer, in fact, it could be the opposite;

Indeed, we have been commanded- as an
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example- to stand up in the prayer for
Allaah the Most High, and we have been
prohibited from standing up outside of the

prayer for other than Allaah the Most High.

Therefore, it is not farfetched that the
Hadeeth is a metaphor for the prohibition
against having humility for other than
Allaah the most High, just as being humble
for Allaah the Most High is by placing the

hands upon the chest in the prayer,

resulting in the fact that the Messenger-
alayhi as-Salat wa salam- prohibited from
this type of standing and placing the hands

for other than Allaah the most High, due to
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it having humility and regarding other

Allaah the most High as being great.

With that it is verified that this Hadeeth
has no connection with the prayer at all;
this is because the explanation for this
word 'Takfeer' (placing the right hand on
the left hand on the chest) in what Imam
Ahmad mentioned, and we do not find it in
any of the books of Arabic language which

we have.

In fact, Imam Ibn al-Atheer said in his book

'an-Nihaya': The meaning in this context of

'at-Takfeer: is when a person bows

down and lowers his head closer to
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Ruku, similar to what those people do

in reverence to his companion.’

In the dictionary: 'at-Takfeer: means a
person humbling himself for someone else.
also, in the word 'al-Kafru': the Persians
revering his king.

The explainer of the book commented:

"It is inclining the head forward without
making Sajood.’
These texts and references from these
Imams aid our opinion that the Hadeeth

has no connection to the issue of the

prayer, and the intent of that is the
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prohibition from humbling oneself for

other than Allaah the most High.

This is what can be said, if the Hadeeth is
authentic, and | do not hold it to be
authentic, since we cannot find an origin
for this Hadeeth in the books which are

available to us.

{Ruke ole (63 05 (383} .
<<but over all those endowed with

knowledge is the All-Knowing (Allaah)>>

After this, | am amazed that Ibn al-Qayyim
passed by the speech of Imam Ahmad
without stopping to add even the smallest

of comments! He is so great in regard to
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the knowledge of Arabic language and the
noble Sharia; especially since the speech of
Imam Ahmad opposes what |bn al-Qayyim

relied upon himself in his book 'as-Salah';

whereby he mentions in context of the
prayer of the Messenger-sallAllaahu alayhi
wa salam- that he used to place his hands

on his chest!

Allaah the Most High is the most
knowledgeable with the secrets and what

is hidden of the hearts.

Then | found in the book 'Mas'ail Imam
Ahmad' where his son Abdullaah narrated

from him saying:
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'l saw my father when he used to pray,
he placed his hands one above the

other above the navel.'

Imam Ishaaq bin Rahawayya acted
according to this Sunnah; al-Marwazi said
in 'al-Masail' (p.222):
'Ishaaq used to lead us in Witr.... and
raise his hands in Qunoot, and say the

Qunoot before the Ruku, and place his

hands on his chest or just below the

chest.'

Also, similar to that is the saying of al-Qadi

Ayyad al-Maliki in 'Mustahbat as-Salah' in
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his book 'al-lalaam' (p. 15- third print / ar-
Rabat):

'and he placed his right hand on the
back of his left near the upper part

of the chest.’

[Asl| Sifat salat an-Nabi vol.1 p. 215-226]

Various Statements of the Scholars

regarding this Subject

1 — ‘Placing the hands on the chest is the
opinion of ash-Shafi'aee-Rahimahullah
Ta’ala- in one of his narrations, and no one
from other than him from the four Fugaha

had this opinion, and this is a distinction of
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his Madhab, due to it being in agreement

with the Sunnah!

2 — There is a rare narration of Imam
Ahmad-Rahimahullah Ta’ala- as was

mentioned by as-Sindi.

3 — As for placing the hands near the chest,
al-Hafidh Ibn Hajr indicated to that in his
book ‘al-Fath’ in the Hadeeth of Wa’il and
said: ‘and narrated by al-Bazzar : near the

chest’

4 — As for placing the hands below the
chest but above the navel, then that is an

opinion in the Madhab of Malik, ash-
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Shafia’ee and Ahmad-Rahimamuhullah

Ta’ala- as was mentioned by ash-Shawkani.

5 — As for below the navel, Ibn AbdulBarr
said: ‘ath-Thawri, Abu Hanifa and Is-hag
said that it is below the navel, and that has
been narrated from Ali, Abu Hurairah, an-
Nakha’ee and it is not authentically
reported from them, it is an opinion of Abu
Muijliz”

6 — al-Allama al-Ayni al-Hanafi —
Rahimahullaah- said in his book: ‘Umdatul
Qari’ : ‘“This is a statement of Ali bin Abi

Talib and the Isnaad (chain) to the Prophet
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-SallAllaahu alayhi wa salam- is not

authentic).

[Collected from various Sources]
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