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The Souls Meeting Each Other After
Death
Hadeeth No. 1
From Abu Hurairah that the Prophet
sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam said :
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'At the time of a believers death the
Angels of mercy visit him with white
silk cloth, and they say to his soul:
‘Come out, Allaah is pleased with
you out of His mercy for you, come

out to the mercy of Allaah and to a
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beautiful fragrance and to a Lord
who is not angry with you.’
The soul exits the body with the best
fragrance of musk, until the Angels who
were arranged in successive layers pass
on the soul from hand to hand Until
they bring that soul to the doors of the
sky.
The Angels say: ‘How fine is this
fragrance which you have brought from
the earth?’
The Angels bring this person's soul to
the other souls of the believers, and

they become more delighted than one

[5]
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of you when a person who was absent
for a long while arrives, and they ask
him:

'What has so and so been doing? And
what has so and so been doing'?

The other souls say, 'Let him be, he just
came from the weariness of the
worldly life'.

The person will say, 'Did not so and so
come to you'?

The believers’ souls will say, 'Then he
must have been taken to a pitin the

Hell-fire'.
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At the time of a disbeliever’s death, the
Angels of punishment visit him with a
cloth made of coarse hair ,the Angels
say to the soul, come out discontent
and with Allaah being angry with you to
the punishment of Allaah Azza wa Jal.
Come out as if the rotting smell of a
corpse until they bring that unbelieving
soul to the doors of the earth .

The Angels of the earth say, how bad is
the smell of this stench, until they bring

him to the souls of the disbelievers'.
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[Collected by an-Nisa'ee in the Book of
Funerals & in the Chapter: What the
believer receives of honour when his
soul exits his body, Ibn Hibban, al-
Hakim & authenticated by Al-Albaani in
Silsilah Saheehah no. 1309]

Benefits from this Hadeeth :
Shaykh Muhammad bin Ali bin Adam

spoke about its benefits saying:

From them: what the compiler -
Rahimahullaah- wrote as a heading and

it is an explanation of what the believer

(8]
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will experience of the blessing and

mercy of Allaah at the time of death.

From them: the explanation of how
Allaah honours a believer, whereby he
is honoured at the time of his death

with great dignity.

From those benefits is: the presence of
the Angels of mercy at the time of the
believer's death, the Angels give this
great news, as respect and honour for
the person, and this is the meaning

indicated to in the noble Ayaat

[9]



The Souls Meeting Each Other After Death

fgile TS 5alasl & 401 5 1506 5l O
& 82U 1576505 155555 3 \5,?\;3 NS
33 ] 5ls| 3 (ofngg\ () H9de s (MS
5 g T3 (S 2kl 2145 s Lgd 105 a5
(o) yshe B Y3 () G523
(Verily, those who say: Our Lord is
Allaah (Alone), and then they stand
firm, on them the Angels will descend
(at the time of their death) (saying):
Fear not, nor grieve! But receive the
glad tidings of Paradise which you have
been promised! We have been your
friends in the life of this world and are

(so) in the Hereafter. Therein you shall

[10]
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have (all) that your inner-selves desire,
and therein you shall have (all) for
which you ask. A reward from Allaah,
the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.)
[Fussilat: 30-32]

From those benefits is: that the
believer's soul meets the souls of other
believers and they become delighted
with his arrival and they ask about who
they left behind on the earth .

From those benefits: an explanation of

what the disbeliever receives from

[11]
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disgrace, and shame when his soul exits
the body.

May Allaah the Most-High give us
refuge from the circumstances in which
the people of the Hell-fire will be in.
And we ask that Allaah honours us with
great success in Paradise that will
remain forever, indeed Allaah is the
Most-Kind, the Most-Merciful, All-

Mighty, and is Oft-Forgiving, Ameen.

Allaah the most-High is the most
knowledgeable about what is correct,

and to Him we will return and go back .

[12]
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<<| only desire reform to the best of
my power. And my guidance cannot
come except from Allaah, in Him | trust

and unto Him | repent.>>

[‘'Sharh Sunnan an-Nisa'ee Dhakheerat
al-Ugba fee Sharh al-Mujtaba' vol. 18 p.
249]

Do the Dead know what is happening
to the living in the Worldly Life?

e Shaykh ul Islaam Ibn Taymeeyah
said :

‘When the souls of the living are

taken with death then they meet the

[13]
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souls of the dead. The dead ask those
who recently died about the
condition of the living.
They ask, 'What has so and so been
doing?' And those who recently died
reply, 'So and so married, and so and
so is in a good condition'.
They ask about so and so? And they
reply, 'Did he not come to you '?
They answer, no, he was taken to a
deep pit in the Hellfire'.

[Taken from Majmoo al-Fatawa

24/303]

[14]
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e Shaykh ul Islaam Ibn Taymeeyah
also said :

‘Regarding the question, does a
person’s soul gather with the souls of
his family and relatives?
There is a Hadeeth from Abu Ayoob al-
Ansaari and other than him from the
Salaf, and Abu Hatim collected in his
book from the Prophet sallAllaahu
alayhi wa sallam that when the
deceased’s soul is taken up, it meets
other souls, and they ask him about the
living ones, and some of the souls say

to each other:

[15]
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‘Leave him be until he is relaxed and
they say to him, what has so and so
done?

T M6 a5 L

He will say, he has done good actions,
and they will say, what has so and so
done?
The person will say, 'Did not so and so

come to you'?
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The believers’ souls will say, 'No, then

he must have been taken to a pit in the

Hellfire'.

Therefore, when the actions of the

living were presented to the dead, Abul

Darda used to say

xie e g 55313z Jatl ol el 5521 ) gD
45155 o AUl

: ‘O Allaah indeed | seek refuge with

You from doing a shameful action in

front of Abdullaah bin Rawyaaha.’

So, this is them gathering when a

person’s soul arrives and they question

him, and he answers them.

[17]
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Also, they are in grades of their status
with Allaah, subsequently those from
them who were closer to Allaah then
their grade is higher than the level of
those who were from the As-hab al-
Yameen (those who will be on the right
hand).

Those who will be in the higher grade
will be able to descend to the lower
levels and those on the lower levels will
not be able to ascend.’

[Majmoo al-Fatawa 24/368]
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Hadeeth no. 2
From Umaarah bin Khuzaimah bin
Thaabit: that his father said: | dreamt
as if | was prostrating on the
Messenger of Allaah’s —sallAllaahu
alayhi wa sallam—forehead. | informed
the Messenger of Allaah —sallAllaahu
alayhi wa sallam— of this, and he said:
oAl i go3) O
‘Indeed, a soul meets another soul.’
[in another narration:
Zuoly s ! Eoby LS
‘Sit down, prostrate and do what

you saw.]’
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The Messenger of Allaah —sallAllaahu
alayhi wa sallam— tilted his head like
this — [‘Affaan said: with his head
backwards] —then he placed his
forehead on the forehead of the

Prophet —sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam.

[Collected Nisa’ee in ‘Sunnan al-Kubra’,
lbn Abi Shaybah in ‘al-Musanaf’,
Ahmad, Ibn Saad, at-Tabarani in ‘al-
Mu’ajam al-Kabeer’ graded Hasan by
Al-Albaani in Silsilah Saheehah
No.3262]
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Hadeeth no. 3

From Abu Ayoob al-Ansaari from the
Prophet:
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‘When the soul of the slave of Allaah
is taken, it meets the Ahl -ul-Rahmah
(souls of the people of mercy) from
the slaves of Allaah just like the living
people meet each other in the
Duniya. So, the souls meet the
recently deceased person’s soul to
ask him, so they say to each other,
see your brother so that he can be at
ease, since he was in hardship. So,

they ask him: what has so and so

[22]
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done? And what has so and so

female done? Did she get married?

They ask him about a person who
died before him, so he says to them,
indeed he was destroyed, so they
say, Inna lillah wa inna ilayhi rajioon,
indeed we belong to Allaah and to
Him is our return, he has been taken
to the Hellfire, what a wretched

mother and a wretched up-bringer.

Their good deeds will be presented
to the souls so if they see good, they
become happy and receive the good

news and say these are Your

[23]
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blessings upon Your slave so
complete them, and if they see evil
deeds they say: O Allaah take back

Your slave.’

[Collected by Ibn al-Mubarak in ‘Zuhd” &
graded Hasan by supporting chains by
Al-Albaani in Silsilah Saheehah no. 2758]

Hadeeth no. 4
From Jabir bin Abdullaah:
That the Prophet - sallAllaahu alayhi wa
sallam - gave a Khutbah one day, and
he mentioned about a man from his
Companions who had passed away,

and he was shrouded in a shroud which

[24]
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was sufficient in covering him and he
was entered into his grave during the
night. So, the Prophet - sallAllaahu
alayhi wa sallam - rebuked that a
person be placed into the grave at
night until he had been prayed upon.
He could be placed in the grave during
the night if the person needs to be
entered into the grave at night, and the
Prophet - sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam -
said:
L6588 fasals bls iSAst 52813
‘When one of you shrouds his

brother then shroud him well.’

[25]
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[Collected by Muslim]

In another wording:

The Prophet - sallAllaahu alayhi wa
sallam - said:

Slaiil Of €8S Guald dlsT (SAsT 2513
‘When one of you shrouds his
brother then shroud him well if he
has the ability.’

[Collected by Muslim, Abu Dawood,
Nisa’'ee & Ahmad]

Shaykh Al-Albaani was asked:
I’'m asking about the meaning of the

Hadeeth of shrouding someone well

[26]
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and the visiting between the dead,
and being resurrected in the shroud
and how to bring together the other
Hadeeth: ‘the people will be
resurrected barefoot, naked and
uncircumcised ‘?

The Shaykh answered:
‘Exiting the grave will be in the
shrouds with which a person was
shrouded, as for the Hashr (the
gathering on the day of judgement)
then the people will be naked and,

barefoot just as they were created.

[27]
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This means that they will be in two
different circumstances as is
mentioned in the Qur'aanic Ayaat
which negate that people will
enquire about each other.

(( Osdslty Vg dingy pre sl DB )
<<There will be no kinship among
them on that Day, nor will they ask
of one another.>>

( penidl e dag oIl )
<<Then on that Day you shall be
asked about the delights (you

indulged in, in this world).>>

(28]
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Therefore, the first Ayaah is about
one place and the second Ayaah is
about another place which is the
severity of the standing and
gathering on the Day of Judgement.
() S Lo 1550l (5))
<<Every person is a pledge for that
which he has earned.>>
(4 Ols Sy pgie 15,01 JSJ))
As for the Ayaah in Surah Abasa:
<<Everyman that Day will have
enough to make him careless of
others.>> Everyone will be worried

about his own self and in this

[29]
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situation, they will not ask about
each other.
As for the other Ayaah then it is
about something else when the
scale will be placed and the bridge
will be erected. So, here a person
will be questioned, as is mentioned
in the Hadeeth:

JUd (3> dalidll pgy pal cpl pad o33V )
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‘The son of Adam remains standing
on the Day of Judgement until he is

asked about five matters or about

(30]
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four matters.” There are two
different narrations.

So, here there is questioning at
some points and no questioning at
other points.

Likewise, resurrection will be in
shrouds meaning when exiting the
grave however at the gathering
there is no shrouding.

[Silsilah al-Huda wa Noor no. 24]*

1

https://alathar.net/home/esound/index.php?op=codevi&coid=2
84
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Shrouding the Dead

In the narration from Ibn Sireen from
Abu Qatada from the Prophet -
sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam - that he
said:

L D9l egild 4iaS yumdd o1 (s (e
‘Whoever is responsible for his brother
then he should shroud him well, since

indeed they visit each other in their

graves.’
This is also authentic from the speech
of Ibn Sireen.
[Collected by al-Bayhaqi in ‘Shu’ab al-

Eemaan’, Ibn Abi Duniya in ‘al-

(32]



The Souls Meeting Each Other After Death

Mannamat’ & authenticated by Al-

Albaani in ‘Saheeh al-Jamia as-Sagheer

no. 845 & as-Saheehah no. 1425]

Punished Souls & Blessed Souls
dasio Zl9)l9 ¢ dan Zig)
¢ |bn al-Qayyim Aj-Jawzeeyah as-
Salafi was asked:
Do the souls of the deceased meet, and
visit each other and remind each other
or not?
He answered:
‘This is also a noble issue of great
significance and the reply to that is

the souls are of two types:

(33]
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The soul being punished is busy
with its punishment so it cannot
visit or meet the other souls.
The blessed souls are free and not
imprisoned, so they meet, visit
other souls and remind each other
of what they had of the worldly life
and what is the state of the people
of the worldly life'.

[Ar-Ruh p.17]

(34]
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Does the deceased perceive the
circumstances of his family after he
dies?
By
Shaykh Abdulaziz bin Baz
Question:
'After the dead person is entered
into his grave and his soul ascends
to his Creator, does he perceive
what his family do in the worldly life
after him ?
The Answer:
'He does not perceive. The dead

person's actions are cut off.

[35]
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Allaah the most Magnificent and most
High says:
SN IEY SEAS T ag

<<you cannot make hear those who are

In graves>>

[Fatir: 22]
Allaah said :

3530 25y &L
<<Verily, you cannot make the dead to
hear>>

[Al-Naml:80]

The Prophet #3 said :
B 3o V) dlae Wz @addl HladY Sls 1)
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'When a person dies his actions are
cut off except for three: Except from
recurring charity or knowledge by
which a person benefits, or a
righteous son who prays for him'.
The dead person does not perceive the
circumstances of his family, and
Allaah’s aid is sought .

[Binbaz.org.sa]

(37]
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Does the soul of the deceased know
what we are doing in our homes for
example?

Shaykh Muhammad Nasiruddeen Al-
Albaani was asked:
Does the soul of the deceased know
what we are doing in our homes for

example?

Answer :

‘No way, these are superstitions and
imaginary ideas which revolve in the
minds of some people. Once the

deceased dies his connection with the

(38]
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worldly life is disconnected

completely .

If a nuclear bomb was launched, and

we heard about one when America

launched one on Japan, if hundreds of

nuclear bombs were launched on to

the earth the dead would not sense

anything of that at all .

When a person dies his actions are cut

off except from three.

Our Lord says in the Noble Qur’aan :
25N 3 5 ety 1 ag

<<you cannot make hear those who are

In graves>>

(39]
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The dead do not hear, so do not
believe all this what you hear .
[Silsilah al-Huda wa Noor no. 290 @
00:52:02]

Do the Dead hear the living
By
The Lajna ad-Daima
‘Do the righteous Aawliya hear the call
of the one who calls upon him and
what is the meaning of the statement
of the Prophet sallAllaahu alayhi wa

sallam:

¢ 298] (SIS &3 macd) SBigo (3] bl
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' swear by Allah indeed your deceased
definitely hear the footsteps of your
shoes'?

Answer:
‘The origin is that the righteous and
unrighteous deceased do not hear the
speech of humans, due to the saying of
Allaah Ta’ala:
s I93ade 315 $S5LE5 1532259 35235 0|
95 1SS 03855 daleall 6335 (S Ijladal
{If you invoke (or call upon) them,
they hear not your call; and if (in case)

they were to hear, they could not grant

[41]
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it (your request) to you. And on the Day
of Resurrection, they will disown your
worshipping them. And none can
inform you (O Muhammad) like Him
Who is the All-Knower (of everything)
Also, the statement of Allaah
D5 § s ety ST 3
{but you cannot make hear those
who are in graves. )
However, sometimes Allaah allows the
dead to hear the voice of a Messenger
from His Messengers due to a wisdom
from Him. Just like when Allaah

allowed the dead non-Muslims in the

[42]
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battle of Badr hear His Messenger's

voice, as a form of humiliation and

condemnation, and as an honour for

His Messenger -sallAllaahu alayhi wa

sallam.

The Prophet sallAllaahu alayhi wa

sallam said to his Companions when

they were unaware of this:

Ogralaian Y 0giSJ9 pgio Jo3l La) ponsls @il L

| guaze O

'You are not more capable of hearing of

what | am saying to them; however,

they cannot reply.'

[43]
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For reference refer to the book 'an-
Naboowat', 'al-Tawassul wal Waseela'
& the book 'al-Furgaan’, all of these are
by Shaykh ul Islaam Ibn Taymeeyah and

they are sufficient for this subject.

As for the dead hearing the steps of
shoes when the deceased is being
placed into his grave then this type of
hearing is specific and affirmed by the
text and it cannot be increased upon,
this is because it is an exception from
the general evidence which shows that

the dead do not hear.

[44]
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And success is from Allaah.

The Lajna ad-Daima?

When the deceased is placed in his
grave and the two Angels question him,
then in this situation do not the people
hear what the Angels ask?
Shaykh Muhammad Nasiruddeen Al-
Albaani said:
‘This is very limited. These are
matters of the unseen, in reality we

cannot expand upon this matter.

2See sldYlg dualall & gmd) dasll il
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When the deceased is in his grave
he is being questioned by two very
fearful Angels, nothing else comes
to his mind, not his father, or his
son, or offspring, or wife nor
anything else.

His most important matter at that
time is only that if he knows the
reply to the Angel to his questions.
The questioning is limited, and he
hears the Angel with a very limited
capability.

There is a Hadeeth which is

necessary for us to mention here in

[46]
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this opportunity that when the
people leave the deceased, the
Prophet -alayhi as-Salam- said:
el £58 gan] 4]
‘Indeed, the deceased hears the
footsteps of your shoes.’
The footsteps of shoes and not their
speech. The footsteps of shoes
which has a well-known meaning
while they were turning their backs,
leaving.
This Hadeeth is in ‘Saheeh al-
Bukhari’. However, this does not

mean that the deceased has

[47]
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comprehension or an
understanding and this is similar to
what Allaah said about the
Mushrikeen.
What did our Lord -the Almighty
and Magnificent say?
)l 2ol Vg 3 gell powd N el
e Tglg Lo 13] slenll
<<Verily, you cannot make the dead
to hear (i.e. benefit them and
similarly the disbelievers), nor can
you make the deaf to hear the call,
when they flee, turning their

backs.>>

(48]
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[an-Naml: 80 & ar-Rum: 52]

The intent here in this Ayaah is that
the dead are like the Mushrikeen,
Allaah likened the Mushrikeen to
the dead in that the dead do not
hear, and indeed | am amazed that
the Mushrikeen are living but along

with that they do not hear.”

Arabic Reference
) Cod>
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