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A series of three articles from three of the
main scholars of the Muslim Ummah of the

current times.

o How to keep away from ar-Riyyah - By
Shaykh Muhammad Nasiruddeen Al-
Albaani

o How to free yourself from ar-Riyyah for
the one who falls into it unintentionally
- By Shaykh AbdulAziz bin Baz

o Ar-Riyyah in Worship - By Shaykh

Muhammad bin Salih al-Uthaymeen
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How to keep away from ar-Riyyah

By
Shaykh Muhammad Nasiruddeen Al-Albaani

Questioner: A person fears that he will be
affected by ar-Riyyah whilst he does not
realise, for example he gets on the bus and
sits there memorising the Qur’aan, and all the
people look at him and think that he is
showing off. The question is how to keep

completely away from ar-Riyyah?

Shaykh: Firstly, is ar-Riyyah an action of the

body or an action of the heart?
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Questioner: It is acknowledgement with the

heart.
Shaykh: Then it is an action of the heart?
Questioner: Yes.

Shaykh: Therefore, who is the one who can
change this heart? He whose heart it is!
Therefore, treatment is done by you and
yourself, and your Lord knows everything,

like Allaah said in the Noble Qur’aan:

<< 859 Al >>
<< He knows the secret and that which is yet

more hidden>>
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Therefore, the one who reads the Qur’aaniin
front of a group of people and this is not the
first form or the only form which it is possible
for a Muslim to imagine where ar-Riyyah can
occur. This type of matter can occur in all our
matters in the Sharia. | say to you now, me
and you are exposed to ar-Riyyah, can

anyone deny this?
Questioner: They cannot.

Shaykh: Therefore, how can we cure this? We
fear Allaah and have Tagwa (piety) of Him,
we have sincerity in our deeds for the sake of

Allaah Azza wa Jal, then it does not concern
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us that the people are looking at us and think
that we are reading Qur’aan for ar-Riyyah, or
that we study for ar-Riyyah, we are not

concerned what the people think.’

[Taken from Silsilah al-Huda wa Noor no.

1023]

How to free yourself from ar-Riyyah for the

one who falls into it unintentionally
By
Shaykh AbdulAziz bin Baz

Question:
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| am a twenty-five-year-old youngster. | am
religious and fulfil my religious obligations
and praise belongs to Allaah, except that |
feel as if | incline to ar-Riyyah and for my
deeds to be heard about, regarding my good
deeds like prayer and other deeds, and this -
| swear by Allaah - is unintentional. |
earnestly ask Allaah with Dua to end this trial

from me, but it has been of no avail.

My question is, am | regarded as a Mushrik to
Allaah? Am | regarded as a person
intentionally showing off with his actions? Or

will Allaah not take me to task because it was
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unintentional? | hope for an answer to my
two questions and to show me what will end
this trial for me? May Allaah reward you with

goodness.’
Shaykh Bin Baz answered:

‘There is no doubt that ar-Riyyah is an evil, it
is Shirk and from the actions of the
hypocrites, therefore, it is obligatory upon
you to be careful of it and to exert yourself
until you are free from it. This is along with
asking Allaah and earnestly supplicating to

Him to pardon you from ar-Riyyah.
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Do not give up hope, in fact be continuous in
making Dua and earnestly supplicating to
Allaah to give you success and guide you until
you leave ar-Riyyah. Strive with yourself,
have patience and endurance in this until
Allaah pardons you from this. Ar-Riyyah is
from the characteristics of the people who
have hypocrisy, like Allaah Ta’ala said:

Bl ) ) 588 1305 2838 5h 5 ) s oA Cuislial ()

S8 ) A (5285 Vs el g2l G 1 5a1E
<< Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive

Allaah, but it is He Who deceives them. And

when they stand up for As-Salat (the prayer),
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they stand with laziness and to be seen of
men, and they do not remember Allaah but

little. >> [Nisa: 142]

The Prophet -sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam -
said:

Jae e L e o€ al el Ul i &l s b Jl
48 g A Ji (5 e ora b &) Dae
‘Allaah Tabarak wa Ta’ala said | am the One
who is most free from being associated with
Shirk whoever did a deed and associated
with Me someone else, then | have left him

and what he associated with Me.’
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The Prophet -alayhi as-Salat wa Salam- also
said:

"o dlrl C“w.j.s o Sus (,_ich Oogsl on VS’P\ N

‘Shall I not inform you of that which I
know to be more fearful than the al-
Masseeh ad-Dajjal?’

We said: Of course, O Messenger of Allaah.’

The Messenger said:
A e s U o 1555 e e ) g OF i )

.”‘;L?‘)
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‘The hidden Shirk; that a man stands and
prays, and he beautifies his prayer when he
sees a person looking at him.’

So, you should strive and then receive glad
tidings of goodness. Whoever strives is aided

by Allaah. Allaah Subhanahu says:
<< As for those who strive hard in Us (Our
Cause), We will surely guide them to Our
Paths (i.e. Allaah's Religion - Islaamic

Monotheism). And verily, Allaah is with

the Muhsindn (good doers)." >> [Ankaboot:

69]
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Therefore, if you strive on this path then
receive glad tidings of goodness. Allaah will
aid you and guide you to the straight path, do
not give up hope and do not have despair.
Have endurance and be more patient, and
ask your Lord for aid and receive goodness
which Allaah has promised the truthful and

patient.

This is lesser Shirk and not major Shirk, rather
it is from the lesser Shirk like the Messenger -
alayhi as-Salat wa salam- said while

addressing the Companions:

‘What | fear most for you is Shirk al-Asghar.’
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When he was asked about it, he said:
‘ar-Riyyah.’

Indeed, what has afflicted you has also
afflicted others, so it is upon you to have
patience and ask Allaah for goodness, and it
is not from Shirk al-Akbar (major shirk) which
negates all deeds, however, it is from lesser
shirk and it negates the deeds which are

equivalent to it.

For example, if you stand to pray with ar-
Riyyah then this prayer which you prayed
with ar-Riyyah is negated. If you gave charity

with ar-Riyyah then the reward for the charity
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is cancelled out, if you said SubhanAllaah or
remembered Allaah with ar-Riyyah or read
the Qur’aan with ar-Riyyah then you have no

reward, but in fact there it is sinful.

If you strove against yourself in leaving ar-
Riyyah and warning against it then Allaah will

aid you and give you ease in your matter.
Allaah says:
L2585 A0 Jads A (55 Ba
<<Whoever fears Allaah, then Allaah will

make a way out for him>> [Talaq: 2]

And Allaah Subhanahu says:
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1% 0 el e 41 Jrda A (35 (s
<< and whosoever fears Allah and keeps his

duty to Him, He will make his matter easy for

him. >> [Talaqg: 4]

Then receive good news of goodness, be
patient and strive for patience, and Allaah will

aid you.’
[Taken from https://tinyurl.com/2p8dze6én ]
Ar-Riyyah in Worship
By
Shaykh Muhammad bin Salih al-Uthaymeen

Question:
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Is a person rewarded for deeds which have
ar-Riyyah, but then the intention changes
during the deed so it is definitely for the sake
of Allaah? For example, | finish reciting the
Qur’aan and ar-Riyyah enters but if | rectify
this thought with thinking about Allaah, do |
gain reward for this recitation oris it lost due
to the reason of ar-Riyyah? What if ar-Riyyah

enters after ending the deed?
The Answer:

There are three ways in which ar-Riyyah links

to worship:
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The first way: that when a person goes to
perform a worship for showing off to the
people from the outset of the deed. Like the
one who stands to pray showing off to the
people, for the sake of the people’s praise for

his prayer, and this invalidates the worship.

The second way: that a person mixes ar-
Riyyah with his worship during perform his
worship. This means, that he has Ikhlaas
(sincerity) for Allaah in the beginning of the
worship then ar-Riyyah befalls him during the
act of worship, then this act of worship is not

without two situations:

18
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The first situation: That the first part of
the act of worship is not connected to the
last part of that worship, so the first part
is correct in all circumstances and the

latter part is invalid.

An example of that: A man has a hundred
Riyals which he wants to give in charity,
he gives fifty Riyals of it in charity
sincerely, then ar-Riyyah befalls him in
the remaining fifty, so the first charity is
correct and accepted. As for the fifty

remaining for charity then that is invalid

19
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because of the mix of the ar-Riyyah with

Ikhlaas.

The second situation: that the first part of
the act of worship is connected to the
last part of it: then this person at this

point is not without two situations:

e The first matter: that he pushes away
the Riyyah and is not settled with it,
in fact he opposesit and hates it, then
here the Riyyah does not affect him
at all. This is due to the saying of the

Prophet- -

20
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o Jandi ol Lo Lguaiil g it Lo il e glat dl) )
‘Indeed, Allaah pardons from my
Ummah what it thinks to its self as long

as they do not act upon it or speak of it.’

e The second matter: that a person is
calm with this Riyyah and does not
repel it, then here all the worship is
invalid because the first of it is

connected to the last of it.

An example of that is, that a person
begins the prayer sincerely for Allaah

Ta’ala, then ar-Riyyah befalls him in the

21
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second Rakah, here the whole of that
prayer is invalid due to the first part of
the prayer being connected to the last of
it.
The third way: that ar-Riyyah befalls after
completing the prayer. Here ar-Riyyah does
not affect that worship of prayer nor does it
invalidate it, because it was completed
correctly and therefore, that worship does
not become corrupt due to the occurrence of

ar-Riyyah after it is completed.

Also, it is not ar-Riyyah when a person is

happy when he finds out that the people
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know about his worship, because this
occurred after he had finished from the

worship.

It is not from ar-Riyyah that a person is
delighted with performing an act of
obedience because this is actually proof of
his Eemaan, the Prophet -sallAllaahu alayhi wa

sallam - said:
O gall S8 afian aela g Ao 4550 (sa

‘The believer is the one who is delighted by
his good deeds and is saddened by his bad

deeds.’
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The Prophet -sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam -

was asked about that, and he answered:
(el sy dale &l
‘It is glad tidings for a believer (which he has

received in this world).’

[Majmoo Fatawa ash-Shaykh Ibn Uthaymeen

2/29-30]
Arabic Reference

sl 1 Gledy) iy S ALY Gl

T~ gillg sagl dlwlu
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9YdF8H

hOzfY
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