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Part One
1 — A Person Threatening his Wife with Divorce
BNl dizg) sug
By
Shaykh Salih al-Fawzan

Question:

What is your advice and teachings for the one
who threatens his wife with divorce all the
time or even when a serious matter does not

take place?
Answer:

‘It is not allowed for him to do that. It is not
permissible for him to use divorce as a threat.

He should protect his tongue from divorcing
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and he should keep pronouncement of divorce
away from his tongue, so he does not fall into

that which is prohibited.

Moreover, this would result in him upsetting
his wife and scaring her; this is not permissible

to do so.
39358l (g rulesy
<< And live with them honourably>>
[Nisa’ : 19]

[https://tinyurl.com/3vh9kmkj — Utube]
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Part Two
2 — The Wide-spread of Divorce
S Lads!
By
Shaykh Salih al-Fawzan

Question:

Pronouncing the word ‘divorce’ has become
widespread upon tongues, and especially from
the youth, and sometimes they intend it as an
oath. May Allaah bless you, what is your

advice regarding this?

Answer:
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‘Our advice is that a Muslim should keep away
from pronouncing divorce as much as he can,

in keeping his wife.

So, he should keep away from wordings of
pronouncing divorce and he should not be
laxed with it, nor should he joke with it or play,
or say it threatening her, or anything similar to

this of what some of the ignorant ones say.

Divorce is a weapon which is only used as a
necessity and with a certain amount, only the

amount which also repels a necessity.

So he should not be laxed and careless
regarding this. If something occurs of this
matter of divorce, then he should contact the

courts and the judge in his town or he should
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approach the Fatawa centre in Riyadh and ask

about his circumstances.
[https://al-fatawa.com/fatwa/98496]

Part Three

3 — The Ruling of the Sharia of taking an oath

to divorce

By
Shaykh AbdulAziz bin Abdullaah bin Baz

Question:

The Ruling of the Sharia of taking an oath to
divorce? Is it permissible to cancel the

divorce?

The Answer:
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‘It is not befitting for a believer to do this a lot,
in fact it is disliked for him to do so. It is
necessary for him to hold back his tongue. The
most disliked of that which is permissible to
Allaah is divorce, as is mentioned in the noble
Hadeeth from the Prophet-sallAllaahu alayhi

wa Salam.

It is necessary for the believer to investigate
and affirm matters, and to be careful with
protecting his tongue from every matter which

is not befitting, and from that is divorce.

Therefore, it is not suitable that a person
divorces except based upon knowledge, upon
insight and upon care. If there appears an

advantage and a benefit in divorce then he
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should pronounce one statement of divorce
and not more, because perhaps he may regret
that and want to take his wife back, and all

praise is due to Allaah.

The point here is: often taking an oath of
divorcing is dangerous and can lead to divorce
actually occurring. Since a person perhaps
could take an oath to divorce, but he does not

want the divorce to happen.

As for, if he wanted to threaten and scare his
wife, for example if he said: if you speak to
such and such person you are divorced, or he
says: if you visit so and so you are divorced. He
says this by way of scaring and threatening,

and not with the intent of divorce.
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Then here, according to the scholars of
research from the people of knowledge, is that
the person who says these statements should
do an expiation for taking an oath and divorce

does not occur.

This is what is correct, which a large group
from the people of knowledge have chosen to

be correct.

Indeed, a person intended to threaten and
scare with divorce, however, it is necessary for
the person to leave off this and to warn

against threatening with divorce.

To make a habit of threatening with divorce is
not permissible, and it should not be upon his

tongue because divorce could occur with

10
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intent. This is because some of the people of
knowledge hold the opinion that divorce
occurs even if the person intended to scare or

threaten.

Therefore, it is necessary to warn against this
and to keep away from it out of caution for his
religion, and also out of caution due to what is
obligatory upon him of protecting the private
part and being far from the doubtful

prohibited matters.

When a person divorces, he should divorce
upon knowledge and not with anger and
haste. He should check and see if there is an
advantage in divorcing, because if his wife has

bad mannerisms, on a bad path and she is

11
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weak in the religion, and he sees that there is
a benefit in pronouncing divorce then he
should pronounce one statement of divorce
while she is not on her menses and he does
not have intercourse with her and that she is

pregnant.

The Sunnah is that divorce is in two

conditions:

one of which is whilst she is pregnant, the
second is that she should not be on her
menses, and he should not have had
intercourse with her, this is the time of divorce

according to the Sharia.

As for divorcing while the wife is on her

menses or she is in a post-natal state, or she is

12
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not on her menses but they have had
intercourse then this is a divorce which is on
Bida” and it opposes the statement of Allaah

Ta’ala:

5e5a) BhsAES LoD Al 1) 401 g
<< O Prophet! When you divorce women,

divorce them at their Iddah (prescribed
periods) >>
[Talaqg : 1]
The Prophet-SallAllaahu alayhi wa Salam —
clarified in the hadeeth of lbn Umar that
divorcing during the prescribed time period is
that she should not be on her menses, and he

should not have had intercourse with her nor

should she be pregnant.

13
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It is necessary for the people of Islaam and
upon every Muslim that he is cautious of these
matters, and to protect the Sunnah and to
warn against obedience to the Shaytaan in

divorcing not according to the Sharia.

Also not to be hasty in rushing into divorcing
three times. In fact, it is obligatory to bear in
mind what Allaah has legislated and to warn
against what Allaah has prohibited regarding

divorce and the rest of his matters.

The believer is a slave of Allaah who has been
commanded, he has an Islaamic Sharia to

which it is obligatory to adhere in all matters.
He should be cautious about what Allaah has

prohibited in everything, and to warn against

14
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what Allaah has prohibited. He should not be
negligent in all matters. In fact, it is obligatory
to be careful and that his actions and

statements should be confined by the Sharia.

We ask Allaah to grant all success and
guidance!

[https://al-fatawa.com/fatwa/70032]

Part Four

4 —The Ruling on a man always threatening his
wife with divorce
By

Shaykh AbdulAziz bin Abdullaah bin Baz

Question:

A gquestion from one of the sisters, where she

15
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says, | am a woman who has reached nearly
forty years of age. | have lived with my
husband through hardships and ease and have
had six sons and four daughters from him
other than those whom Allaah has caused to

pass away whilst they were small.

However, when he gets angry about any
matter of the worldly matters, whether those
matters are related to what occurs in the
home or outside the home, he would say
things to me which make my hair go white.
Some of those things are oppressive and

slanders.

16
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Although, | am patient and | say: this is my
husband, the father of my children and | will

be rewarded for my patience.

However, what | would like to ask about is, he
says when he gets angry and he repeats three
statements and evicts me from the home, | do

not know what those three statements are?!

However, as is well known that they are
statements which separate between a man
and women, so, what is your opinion about
this man, may Allaah reward you with

goodness.
The Answer:

We advise you with patience and gaining

reward, and with making Dua for him for

17
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guidance. Also, that Allaah gives him the

capability and guides him to hold back his
tongue, so that he guards his tongue from
belittling speech. Dua is a matter which is

required from both men and women.
Allaah says:
S ol o3l
<< “Invoke Me | will respond to your

(invocation). >>
[Ghafir: 60]
And Allaah Subhanahu is the One who said:
3] 1018523 L 23 3 & sale AL 1315

[YAT:3,801] oled

18
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<< And when My slaves ask you concerning
Me, then (answer them), | am indeed near (to

them by My Knowledge). | respond to the
invocations of the supplicant when he calls on
Me (without any mediator or intercessor).>>

[Bagarah: 186]

You are thanked for your patience and gaining
a reward, and your sufferance from this man
who says that which is not allowed when he
gets angry. Along with giving advice, give it to
him at the time when he is calm. You should
give him advice with good speech and
forbearance, and you should not say
statements which annoy and harm, since it
causes him to be sinful due to it, and they

harm him.

19
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As for those three statements and him evicting
you, then this does not harm you, as long as
he did not say the words of divorce then it
does not harm, if he has said them three
times, then the meaning is that he is
threatening you, it is a threat, meaning:
behave yourself otherwise | will divorce you,
this is the meaning of a threat, it does not
harm you, and there is no worry for you since
it is from the point of a threat!

[https://al-fatawa.com/fatwa/81815]
Part Five

5 — A man said to his wife if you enter the

house then you are divorced however, he

20
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intended to threaten her, does the divorce
occur?
By

Shaykh Muhammad bin Salih al-Uthaymeen

Question:

A person says that he divorced his wife by
saying if you enter this apartment you are
divorced, he said he wanted to threaten her,

so does this divorce take place or not?
Answer:

As for the general Ummah, and a number of
scholars who hold the opinion that divorce
takes place so that people do not play around

with divorce.

21
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All the four schools of thought are upon the
opinion that a person’s wife is divorced even if
he intended to just threaten her with divorce.
If the statement of divorce was the third final
one, then she is separated from him until she
marries another man, with a desirable
complete marriage then that husband
separates from her either by passing away or
divorcing her or the marriage contract being
invalid, only then can she remarry her first
husband and this is the Madhab of the

majority of the Ummah and all the Imams.

It is regretful that it has become such that the
people have become slack and do not care
about divorce. A person may divorce his wife

for the smallest of matters, if she does not

22
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prepare the tea in a quarter of an hour then
she is divorced, if she goes to visit her family
then she is divorced, if she answers back to

me, she is divorced, and so on!!

A marriage contract is the most dangerous of
contracts and the one which has the strictest
conditions, so much so, that a person cannot
enter a marriage contract except with
conditions and cannot exit except with
conditions. Entering in to the contract desiring
marriage, and exiting it with dislike of exiting,
it is not like buying and selling. People playing
around to the extent that they have become
such that they do not care about anything,
they say, if you do such and such you are

divorced, what if women made the dowry very

23
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cheap, how much is the dowry nowadays?
Fifteen thousand? Or fifty thousand? Then
after that if you have fifty thousand how will
you find a woman, you will be knocking on
about one hundred doors trying to find a wife.
| swear by Allaah, something small or anything
similar to that, then he divorces his wife for
the smallest issue, SubhanAllaah. this is
playing around, this is why we say, if a person
says to his wife, if you enter the house then
you are divorced as a threat, then when she

entered, he has divorced his wife according to

which Madhab?

That is the opinion of the majority of the
Ummah and all the Imams, Imam Ahmad bin

Hanbal, Imam ash-Shafa’ee, Imam Malik, Imam

24




Threatening a Wife With Divorce

Abu Hanifah, and those who followed them
from the experts from the people of

knowledge held the opinion.

This matter is not an insignificant issue dear
brothers, and it is not allowed to be negligent

about it.

However, Shaykh ul-Islaam lbn Taymeeyah-

Rahimahullaah- and those who follow him say:

‘If that person threatening with divorce
intended it as an oath — meaning, he took an
oath as a threat or preventing or encouraging
something —and if he gave an oath, and his
wife opposed him then it is obligatory upon

him to expiate an oath!

25
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Shaykh ul Islaam-Rahimahullaah- strengthened
this opinion with evidence, any way even if we
said that his opinion is correct, and it is the
stronger opinion, it is still not allowed to play
around with this issue, it is not allowed to play
around. For example this is a person’s last
opportunity of pronouncing divorce against his
wife, and he says if you enter this room you
are divorced and this is his last divorce and she
enters the room, so according to the majority
of the Ummah and all the Imams that they

must completely separate.

On the opinion of Shaykh ul Islaam Ibn
Taymeeyah-Rahimahullaah- and whoever
agreed with him, that she is allowed for him,

but he has to expiate an oath.

26
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Therefore, this man now after the woman
having entered the room, (ended up being
divorced) and has intercourse with her, then
this intercourse is adultery according to the
majority of the Ummah, and this intercourse is
adultery also according to the majority of the
scholars. However, according to Shaykh ul
Islaam, and those who follow him, if he made
an expiation for the oath then intercourse is
permissible. Therefore, what does most of the
Islaamic Ummah do that it is not permissible
for him to have intercourse, and that it is
adultery!! This is why | say here, that warn the
worshippers of Allaah from playing around
with divorce. | say fear your Lord and do not

have intercourse with a private part which is

27
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prohibited for you. You will be held
accountable for this on the day of judgement,
retrain yourself, if you do not want your wife
to enter this room, then just say | swear by
Allaah you will not enter this room, but if she
opposed you then expiate, and if she obeyed

you then that is what is required.

| also advise with something else, many of the
people especially the youth, it is easier and
lesser for a person to say to his wife if you do
not do such and such a thing ‘then | will
divorce you’ and if she does not do that thing
then she is not divorced because he did not
say, ‘if you do not do such and such thing you

are divorced, in fact, he said, ‘I will divorce

28
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you’, this is a threat and perhaps he will carry

it out or not carry it out.

However, along with this | advise that you do
not mention divorce to your wife, because
divorce is the most hated matter to a woman,
if you said this and your tongue is always
saying it then perhaps, she will hate you and

living between you and your wife will be bad.

Likewise, this word ‘divorce’ should not be on
your tongue at all for your wife, no matter how
angry she makes you, and if it was Qadr (fate)
that you became angry then there is a

statement which is a cure, what is it?

| seek refuge in Allaah from the accursed

Shaytaan. A man became angry in front of the

29
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Prophet-alayhi as-Salat wa Salam- and the

Prophet said:

AL 3961 JB o) dzey Lo die Cad) )5 4 AalS lel )
eez )l Ollacadl oye

Indeed, | know a statement, if he says it then

his anger will go away: Aoodhu billahi min

Shaytan nirajeem’ (I seek refuge with Allaah

from the accursed Shaytaan).

Every time you get angry say, Aoodhu billahi
min Shaytan nirajeem’ (I seek refuge with
Allaah from the accursed Shaytaan), this is
because anger is, as our Prophet — alayhi as-

Salat wa Salam- said:

ool ol I3 (8 Olanad! Lgual 8y0

30
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“Anger is a hot coal which is lit inside of the

son of Adam.
A hot coal! Also, the Messenger said:
dulps Jlyaxlg dxlogl Flasil I 09,3 Ml

‘Do you not see the burning coal in his eyes

and the swelling of his veins?’

Where is this from? It is from the boiling of
blood by this hot coal which Shaytaan casts
into a person’s heart. However, the cure and
all praise is due to Allaah, is with the
Messenger of Allaah-alayhi as-Salat wa Salam-
and what is it? Aoodhu billahi min Shaytan
nirajeem’ (I seek refuge with Allaah from the

accursed Shaytaan).

31
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If this cure does not benefit then there is
another cure which is that if a person is angry
whilst he was standing, he should sit, and if he
was sitting then he should lay down, and if this
benefits then this is what is wanted, and if it
does not benefit then there is a third cure
which is Wudu, he should make Wudu to cool
his limbs and he is relieved from what he has
of extreme anger. As for some people, we ask
Allaah for goodness, the smallest amount of
anger and he intends to divorce his wife or he
says | will divorce you. Leave off divorce, you
should not say it on your tongue towards your

wife at all.

https://al-fatawa.com/fatwa/34380
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Part Six

6 — What is your advice for someone who

takes oaths a lot that he will divorce his wife?

By
Shaykh AbdulAziz bin Baz

Question:

| have a relative who has been married for
thirty years, and he takes oaths a lot to divorce
for any issue. He says to his wife, if you do not
do such and such, then you are not allowed for
me; or he says, it is necessary to divorce you if
you did such and such despite him not
intending to divorce her. In fact, he says this

due to being extremely angry. What is your

33




Threatening a Wife With Divorce

advice noble Shaykh? May Allaah reward you

with good.
The Answer:

What is legislated is to advise this man and to
educate him to leave off this type of action, so
that he does not use the word divorce, and

you are prohibited for me.

He should be advised and directed to
goodness, as for if the divorce occurred or did
not occur then this is a point of contention. If
the aim was to threaten and to prevent
something, or to scare her then he must make
an expiation for taking an oath of divorcing his

wife which did not take place.

34
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If the wife opposed the husband he may say, if
you do such and such you are divorced, or you
are prohibited for me and she actually
opposed him, but he intended to threaten and
warn and discourage her, then he has to
expiate the oath, which is feeding ten needy

people or clothing them.

Feeding each one of the ten half as-Sa’s,
meaning, one and a half kilos of wheat, or rice,
or dates, or feed them an evening meal in your
home, or lunch in your home, orin a
restaurant no problem. Or give them clothing,
meaning clothing to ten people, this is

expiation for an oath. This is what is necessary.

35
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However, he should be advised not to pursue
these matters, in fact he should cure matters
without divorce. Without making his wife
prohibited for him, by using good speech,
persuasion and dissuasion without divorce and

making his wife prohibited for him.

If he pronounced divorce and had intended
divorce then the divorce occurs, due to what
she opposed of what he had stipulated upon

her, and she becomes prohibited for him.

However, if it was such that the aim was only
to threaten her and warn her and dissuade her
and not with the aim of divorcing her, then
this is as what preceded, that he must expiate

for an oath if it is opposed. If she opposed him

36
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and did not fulfil what he said, therefore, he
has to expiate an oath, which is feeding ten
needy people, or clothing them or freeing a
slave, and if he is too weak or too poor and
cannot possibly do that then he fasts three

days.
https://al-fatawa.com/fatwa/80039
Part 7

7- What is the ruling on taking an oath falsely

to divorce
By
Shaykh Muhammad Nasiruddeen Al-Albaani

‘If a person took an oath swearing by Allaah
falsely, then his oath would be from the major

sins, and this is also known as ‘Yameen al-

37
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Ghamoos’ (false oath) which ruins what a

PEerson possesses.

Many of the scholars do not allow making an
oath to divorce, this is because it enters under
the general saying of the Messenger — alayhi
as-Salam:

2 el aas dll i Cal> ys

‘Whoever took an oath by other than Allaah

then he has committed Shirk.

So, if he takes an oath falsely of divorcing then

he has combined between two problems:

The first problem is: taking an oath by other

than Allaah-Azza wa Jal.

The other problem is that he took an oath

falsely.

38
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Also, an oath to divorce has another Figh
aspect to it, which is threatening to divorce his
wife with an oath; does this divorce take place
or not? So, this is an oath, and an oath in this
case is not legislated, so the divorce does not
take place. Taking on oath to divorce takes
place if he actually intended a real divorce,

otherwise divorce does not occur.

Here the one swears then it is an approach
between him and the Lord of all that exists,

did he intend divorce or not?

If he intended it then divorce occurred,
however, the divorce did not occur three times
as is widespread among the people, in fact it

was only one divorce!

39
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https://al-fatawa.com/fatwa/113825
ARABIC REFERENCES
Part One
1 — A Person Threatening his Wife with Divorce
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[https://tinyurl.com/3vh9kmkj — Utube]

Part Two
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2 — The Wide-spread of Divorce
S Lais!
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https://al-fatawa.com/fatwa/98496

Part Three

3 — The Ruling of the Sharia of taking an oath

to divorce
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Part Four

4 — The Ruling on a man always threatening his

wife with divorce
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Part Five

5 — A man said to his wife if you enter into the
house then you are divorced however, he
intended to threaten her, does the divorce

occur?
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Part Six

6 — What is your advice for someone who

takes oaths a lot that he will divorce his wife?
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Part 7/

7- What is the ruling on taking an oath falsely
to divorce
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URDU TRANSLATION

Translation by Followingthesunnah.com

Translation Team

Part One

1 — A Person Threatening his Wife with Divorce
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2 — The Wide-spread of Divorce
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Part Three

3 —The Ruling of the Sharia of taking an oath

to divorce
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