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Part 1 - The Ahadeeth

1 - From al-Mughira bin Shu’aba
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'That the Messenger of Allaah #5

performed Wudu and wiped over the

socks and shoes.'

[Collected by Abu Dawood, Tirmidhi and
he said this Hadeeth is Hasan Saheeh,

Nisa’ee & authenticated by Al-Albaani]

2 - From Aws bin Abi Aws who said:




Wiping Over Shoes When Making Wudu

‘One day | saw my father performing
Wudu and he wiped over his shoes, so |

asked: 'Do you wipe over them?"

He replied:
Jaiy ey aide dll o dll Jgany ) 158

' saw the Messenger of Allaah -
sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam- do

likewise.'

[Collected by Ahmad, Tabarani in 'al-
Kabeer' & Al-Albaani said and this Isnaad
is Saheeh, in ‘Thamaratul Mustataab fee

Figh as-Sunnah wal Kitab’]
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3 From Abdikhair who said: | saw Ali -
RadhiAllaahu anhu- perform Wudu and

wipe over his shoes, then Ali said:
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'If | had not seen the Messenger of

Allaah sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam do

as you have seen me just do, | would

have held the opinion that the bottom

of feet had more of a right to be wiped

over than the top of the foot.'
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[Collected by Ahmad, Darimi & Al-Albaani

said: and this Isnaad is Saheeh]
From the Fatawa of Shaykh Al-Albaani

Part 2 - What is the Ruling of wiping over

shoes
Question:

Is it correct to wipe over shoes just like it

is for wiping over the Khuff?
The Shaykh:

It is correct to wipe over shoes absolutely,
just as it is correct to wipe over al-Khuff
absolutely, just as it is correct to wipe over

socks absolutely. Everyone who brings
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restraints for doing this action, then we go
back to a previous discussion about (a
principle in Usool al-Figh) that it is not
permissible to place restraints for that
which is absolute, nor to make absolute

that which is restrained.

Therefore, when it is mentioned with
recurring chains of narration from the
Messenger alayhi as-Salam that he wiped
over his Khuff, it is not allowed to restrain
that with any conditions. For example,
they may say, the Khuff must not have
holes in them, and some of them apply a

rule perhaps that the Khuff must be from
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a particular animal, this is all incorrect and
a burden which the Ummah and | are free

from burdening.

We say indeed the Ahadeeth which
mention wiping over the Khuff, wiping
over socks and wiping over shoes are
Ahadeeth which are absolute, and it is not
allowed to restrain and limit them with
just an opinion. If it had not been
authentic to limit the timing of wiping
over Khuff, socks and shoes, then it would
only be allowed for us to accept the
Madhab of Malik which allows wiping over

without any time limit.
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As for what is indeed authentic in the

Hadeeth in many narrations:

'The Messenger of Allaah sallAllaahu
alayhi wa ahlihi wa sallam placed a time
period for wiping over Khuff, for a
resident it is a day and a night, and for

a traveller it is three days and nights.'

It is obligatory to accept this restraint. As
for anything other than this from
restraints, which are mentioned in some
books of Figh even though between them
they have a far greater difference of

opinions, then nothing of that is
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authentically narrated from the Prophet

sallAllaahu alayhi wa ahlihi wa sallam.

Perhaps you have read in some of the
books of Figh of the permissibility of
wiping over the Khuff with the condition

that they do not have holes in them

But it has been mentioned from al-Hasan

al-Basreeh that he said:
T8 ,50 V) HlaiVl W)le= 08 Jag

'Were not the socks of the Ansaar

except that they had holes in them?"

This is what is in agreement with of the

ease of Islaam, because if a person intends
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to restrain and limit matters with these
types of conditions and due to that
perhaps he would divorce from the

Sunnah with the three complete divorces.

So, the concession would revert back to
the original Islaamic ruling and then the
people would have no need of it due to
the restraints and conditions which are

added to this concession.

There is no doubt that a concession
necessitates by the nature of it being a
concession that it is free from every
restrain, or condition or a specific

characteristic except with what has been

11
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mentioned in the Sharia, so we should be

like those about whom Allaah Ta'ala said:

<<and accept (them) with full

submission>>

The matter which is the furthest away
from the opinion of the majority is wiping
over shoes because they claim that it does
not cover the place where it is obligatory
to wash the feet, however, since it is
established firstly from the Prophet

sallAllaahu alayhi wa ahlihi wa sallam.

12
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Then it is established from some of the

Khulafah Rashideen.

Secondly, and | specifically mean by this
Ali RadhiAllaahu anhu, since indeed it has
been affirmed from him that he wiped
over his shoes, and when he came to the
Masjid, he took them off and led the

people in the prayer.

What we also understand here is another
easy ruling, which is that removing the
wiped over item (sock or shoe) does not
invalidate Wudu, in fact, the ruling is not
attached to washing feet again after

having wiped over the covering.

13
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Therefore, the obligation is, of adhering to
the texts [of the Qur’aan and the Sunnah]
whether they are in our favour or not in
our favour, whether the texts illustrate

something easy or difficult.

Allaah Azza wa Jal orders us to worship
Him with whatever He wills. We never use
our intellects towards these texts,

whether they are absolute or restrained.’

[Taken from Fatawa Jeddah tape no.5 @
20:30 mins]
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Part 3

The Issue of wiping over Khuff and

wiping over shoes

By Shaykh Muhammad Nasiruddeen al-
Albaani

Questioner:

O noble shaykh, regarding the issue
of wiping over Khuff and is this issue
the same as wiping over shoes as
many of the people of knowledge

have opposed this?

15
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Answer
Shaykh Al-Albaani:

‘Of course, indeed many of the people
of knowledge opposed it and others

agreed with it, and so what?

Is there an issue about which the
scholars did not differ except for very

few issues.

When it comes to differences, it is
necessary that a Muslim does not
cause doubts about that which is
authentic from the Prophet sallAllaahu

alayhi wa aalihi wa sallam- or from our

16
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Salaf as-Salih as long as there is not
anything in the Book or in the Sunnah
that opposes that which could perhaps
be established from some of the Salaf

as-Salih.

As for wiping over shoes then several
Ahadeeth have been mentioned from
the Prophet sallAllaahu alayhi wa alaihi
wa sallam and also from his

Companions.

The most well-known from these
Ahadeeth is what is collected by Abu

Dawood in his book 'Sunnan' from Al-

17
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Mughira bin Shu’aba -RadhiAllaahu

anhu-

Gy O - @lasg dlly dake dll Ao - (gl o "
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That the Prophet sallAllaahu alayhi
wa alihi wa sallam- used to wipe

over socks and over shoes.'

When | mention this hadeeth, | would
also like to mention that some of those
who make it conditional for wiping
over the sock and shoe, whereby they
mean by this that ‘the feet should be

covered’ but they also make it

18
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mandatory that the covering has to
include covering the ankles, which has
to be similar to washing the feet
including the ankles as is mentioned

textually in the Noble Qur’aan.

They have interpolated the Hadeeth of
al-Mughira and said, indeed as for the
wiping over which is done over socks
and over shoes then the intent is
actually wiping over socks, and the
intent is not to actually wipe over

shoes.

19
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We say: indeed, it is possible to
interpret this hadeeth with many
interpretations, however, if we were to
gather the Ahadeeth present from al-
Mughira bin Shu’aba regarding what is

connected to this text
We would find them in three divisions.

The most well-known and most
authentic of them is what is mentioned
in Bukhari and Muslim that when the
Prophet sallAllaahu alayhi wa alihi wa
sallam was travelling and made Wudu

and was wearing his Khuff, and al-

20




Wiping Over Shoes When Making Wudu

Mughira bin Shu’aba wanted to take
the Prophet's Khuff off for him,

The Prophet -alayhi as salat wa Salam-

said to him:
ol Lagidsal (316 ¢ Lages
'Leave them on, indeed | put them

on whilst | had wudu.’

Therefore, this is a type of wiping over
which was narrated by Al-Mughira bin
Shu’aba from the Prophet sallAllaahu

alayhi wa alihi wa sallam.
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The second type: is what | mentioned

earlier that Al-Mughira said:

The Messenger of Allaah - sallAllaahu
alayhi wa alihi wa sallam- used to wipe

over socks and over shoes.

So, both these things were worn,
sometimes the Messenger alayhi as-
Salam used to wipe over al-Khuff,
sometimes, over socks and sometimes

over shoes.

Wiping over socks, as has been
mentioned from al-Mughira has also

been mentioned by other than him as

22
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well. Abu Dawood collected it from
Abu Musa al-Ashari and other

narrators.

Also, wiping over shoes has been
mentioned specifically without the
mention of wiping over socks along
with wiping over shoes, and that had
been mentioned in the narration of the
well-known Companion Aws bin Aws
ath-Thagafi and that narration is also in

Sunnan Abu Dawood.

The fourth and last type of 'wiping

over' was also mentioned from al-

23
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Mughira bin Shu’aba that the Prophet
sallAllaahu alayhi wa alihi wa sallam

used to wipe over his head covering.

Therefore, since it is established to
wipe over shoes from the Prophet
sallAllaahu alayhi wa alihi wa sallam,
then it is not allowed to be doubtful
about accepting this action, just
because, many or a few from the
scholars did not hold the opinion of the
permissibility of ‘wiping over’ as

mentioned earlier.

24
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| say, if we only had the Athar
(narration) which was collected by
Imam Abu Jafar at-Tahawi in his
famous book 'Sharh Ma'aani al-Athaar’
and by Abu Bakr al-Bayhagi in his well-
known book 'as-Sunnan al-Kubra' and
they both collected with their

authentic chains from Ali RadhiAllaahu

Ta'ala anhu:
dzeanadl 3T 03 ¢ ddad e zranng Lo g5 431 ™
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'That he performed Wudu and

wiped over his shoes, then when he

25
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came to the Masjid, he removed

them and led the people in prayer.'’

This was Ali RadhiAllaahu anhu one of
the rightly guided Khulafah, and one of
the ten promised Paradise doing what
you just heard mentioned in those

Ahadeeth about wiping over shoes.

Therefore, after all this, how can it be
permissible for the Muslim to be
doubtful and undecided in accepting

this concession.

They are doubtful and undecided in

accepting the likes of this concession

26
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[wiping over shoes], just like the many
who are doubtful and undecided about
accepting the concession of wiping
over socks. That is due to them making
conditions which have not occurred in

the Sunnah let alone in the Qur’aan.

The likes of conditions are, that it is
obligatory that the socks must be thick,
and that it is obligatory they cling and
hold on to the shin by themselves and
not tied up etc. And it is obligatory that
it would be possible to walk in them

(socks) for such and such distance.

27
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All of this is opinions and assumptions,
none of this whatsoever came from the
Prophet sallAllaahu alayhi wa alihi wa

sallam, nor from the Salaf as-Salih.

In fact, more than one from the people
of Hadeeth narrated from al-Hasan al-

Basri Rahimahullaah that he said:

" 48350 V] HaiVly opyrlead! Clgr B L
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'Were not the socks of the
Muhajroon and Ansaar except that

they had holes in them.'
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He illustrates by this a rejection of the
condition that the socks must not be
torn, because torn socks would allow

water in from the place they are torn,

All of this causes complexity for the
concession which the Messenger of
Allaah sallAllaahu alayhi wa alihi wa
sallam contracted and there is no
doubt that was with revelation from his
Lord, and consequently in fulfilling the

likes of the saying of Allaah Azza wa Jal:

il (55 58 Vgt (5 1 o
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{ Allaah wants ease for you and does

not want hardships for you)

Therefore, if the Hadeeth is authentic
and is also affirmed by the action of
some of the Salaf, especially if they
were from the ten promised Paradise.
In fact, from the Khulafah Rashideen,
then there does not remain any scope
for hesitation in accepting this

concession.

It has been mentioned from the
Prophet -SallAllaahu alayhi wa Sallam-

him saying:
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‘Indeed Allaah -Tabaraka wa Ta’ala-

loves that you take His concessions

just like He loves you take His

original Islaamic ruling.’
In another narration:
duolra 355 0 0,0 LS
‘Just as He dislikes that you sin.’

Therefore, it is necessary for a Muslim
to to take the concession where the

Sharia gave concessions, because
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Allaah -Azza wa Jal loves that from His

slaves.'
[Rihlata Noor no. 33 @ 04:09]

Part4

How to wipe over shoes & what are its

conditions?

By
Shaykh Muhammad Nasiruddeen al-
Albaani

Questioner:

It is affirmed from the Prophet -

SallAllaahu alayhi wa Salam- that he

32
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made it permissible to wipe over
shoes, how do we wipe over shoes

and what are its conditions?
Shaykh:

The conditions are the same as those
linked to wiping over the Khuff, which
are not to wipe over them for more
than a day and a night for a person
who is a resident, and a traveller does
not wipe over for more than three
days and nights. Also, when you begin
wiping, then here begins the period

for wiping over, then after twenty-
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four hours have passed the wiping

over time period expires.

As for the way of wiping over then
there is no particular or specific way.
Therefore, the linguistic meaning is
applied, because whether a person
wipes over the Khuff or wipes over
shoes with one finger or two, three,
four or, five fingers, then this is not
important. What is important that
wiping over shoes or Khuff, or upon

socks takes place.’
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[Silsilah al-Huda wa Noor no. 679 @
34:25 mins]

Part 5 — What is the ruling on wiping
over shoes which do not cover the
ankles?

By Shaykh Muhammad Nasiruddeen Al-
Albaani

Questioner:

Regarding wiping over shoes, is it a
condition that the shoes must cover
the ankle?

Shaykh:

If they cover the ankles, then they are

35
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not regarded as shoes.

Questioner:

So we cannot wipe over them?
Shaykh:

You can wipe over them however, | am
correcting your wording. (the Shaykh
means if they cover your ankle then
they are called boots.)

[Silsilah al-Huda wa noor no. 345 @
57:21 mins]
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