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The Question

| hope from your honourable self to generously answer

the following questions:

First, what s the Islaamic Sharia ruling for a person who
comes to al-Madinah al-Munawarah to pray in the
Masjid an-Nabawi ash-Shareef, then he goes to Masjid
Quba, Masjid al-Qiblatain, Masjid al-Juma, Masajid al-
Musalla (Masjid al-Ghamama, Masjid as-Sadeeq, Masjid

AII RadhiAllaahu anhumma).
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As well as other ancient Masajid and after entering
them, praying two Rakats (Tahayeeyah- 2 Rakats
prayed before sitting in the Masjid), so is this

permissible or not?

Second question, after a visitor reaches the Masjid an-
Nabawi ash-Shareef, can he take the opportunity and
go to the ancient Masajid in Al-Madinah an-
Nabaweeyah with the intention of viewing and
pondering over the history of the Salaf as-Salih and a
practical study of the information which he read in the
books of Tafseer, Hadeeth, history of the battles and
where the tribes from the Ansaar stayed. Could you

please explain.
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The Answer:

The answer to these two questions necessitates a

detailed explanation as follows:

Firstly, after some research about the Masajid present
in the city of the Prophet sailaliaahu alayhi wa sallam al-Madinah
al-Munawarah -may Allaah Ta’ala protect it- it becomes

clear that the Masajid are of different types:

The first type: The Masajid in the city of the Prophet
sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam Which have an affirmed virtue and
which is specific to that particular Masjid. There are

only two Masajid with a virtue and no other:

The first of which is the Masjid of the Prophet salialiaahu
alayhi wa sallam. This enters primarily under the saying of

Allaah Ta’ala:
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{Verily, the Masjid whose foundation was laid
from the first day on piety is more worthy that
you stand therein (to pray). In it are men who

love to clean and to purify themselves. And Allaah

loves those who make themselves clean and

pure.)

It is the second of the three Masajid for which a journey

can be taken, as is affirmed in the Sunnah.

What is also affirmed in the clear authentic Sunnah is
that the prayer in the Prophet's Masjid is better than a
thousand prayers in any other Masjid except the Masjid

al-Haraam.
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The second of them is Masjid Quba. Regarding this the
statement of Allaah Ta’ala was revealed:
{ Verily, the mosque whose foundation was laid

from the first day on piety)

Also in the Hadeeth of Usaid bin Hadeer al-Ansaari
RadhiAllaahu anhu from the Prophet sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam Who
said:
08 o8 doene 3 Mo
'Prayer in Masjid Quba is like Umrah.'
[Collected by Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah & others.]

From Sahl bin Hunayf -radhiallaahu anhu- who said that the

Messenger of Allaah sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam said:
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‘Whoever makes Wudu from his residence then
comes to Masjid Quba and prays a prayer in it, will

have the reward of an Umrah.’

[Collected by Ahmad, Nisa’ee, Ibn Majah & other than them and this

wording is collected by Ibn Majah]

The second type: the general Masajid of the Muslims in
Al-Madinah the City of the Prophet sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam,
then these are the same as all the general Masajid, and

it is not established that they have a particular virtue.

The third type: a Masjid which was built in the area
where the Prophet salallaghu alayhi wa salam prayed, or that
the Prophet specified a place where he himself prayed
a prayer, for example Masjid Bani Salim, Eid prayer area,
then it is not established that they have a particular
virtue. There is no recommendation to visit and pray

two Rakat there.
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The fourth type: Masajid of innovation and Bida which
are ascribed to the era of the Prophet sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam
and the Rightly guided Khulafah, and taken as a place
of being regularly visited, for example, Masajid as-
Sabba (the Seven Masajid), the Masjid at the mountain

of Uhud and others.

Then these Masajid have no origin in the pure Sharia, it
is not permissible to make an intention to specifically
visit these places for worship or other places, in fact it

is a clear Bida (innovation in the religion).

The fundamental principle of the Sharia is, that we do
not worship anyone except Allaah and we only worship
Allaah with what was legislated upon the tongue of His
Prophet and Messenger Muhammad sallAllaahu alayhi wa

sallam, and that is by returning back to the Book of Allaah
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and the Sunnah of His Messenger sailAllaahu alayhi wa sallam,

and the speech of the Salaf of the Ummah.

Those who received the religion from the Messenger of
Allaah saliAllaghu alayhi wa sallam and they conveyed it to us
from him, and they warned us against Bida, because
they implemented the command of the Prophet -alayhi
as-Salat wa sallam- who was a bringer of good news and a

warner, whereby he said in the authentic hadeeth:
3 568 Lyl adde Gl See Jae (0
'Whoever does an action which we have not

commanded then it is rejected.’
In another wording: '
BARIEYY PEPRRT RPRKTY U_)Ai‘;j&d;i e
‘Whoever introduces into our matter (Islaam)

that which is not from it, then it is rejected.’
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The Messenger -alayhi as-Salam- said:

i) 5l Ltle | pume c(sns (o (padl I GlIAY Ay iy oSl
Dl deny Sy ey Dana JS (8 ¢ sl Gliana g oSl
'You must adhere to my Sunnah and to the Sunnah of
the rightly-guided Khulafah after me - cling to them
with your molar teeth. Beware of newly invented

matters, for every invented matter is an innovation

and every innovation is a going astray.’
The sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam said:
e N ol g e oLy ) 8l

'Follow those two after me: meaning Abu Bakr and

Umar.'

The Prophet -alayhi as-Salam- also said when some of the

Companions requested him to make a tree for them
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from which they could seek blessings, and could hang

their weapons.

He sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam said:
sl Ul paa] s CallE LS sy e (530 5 308 ¢ i) \gS) ST Al

'Allaahu Akbar, it is Sunnan (the path way), -and |
swear by whose Hand is my soul- that what you have

said is like what the Bani Israeel said to Musa:
Al 2l L D) Ul e
'"Make a deity for us just like they have a deity.’
The Prophet sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam Said:
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“The Jews had split up in to seventy-one sects and the

Christians had split up into seventy-two sects, and my
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nation will split up into seventy-three sects all of

whom will be in the fire except one.’

The Companions asked, ‘Which one O Messenger of

Allaah?’
He replied:
Haial s adle Ul L
“What | am upon and my Companions are upon.”

Ibn Waddah said in his book: 'Bida wa an-Nahi unha'
(Religious innovations and the prohibition against
them) with his chain of narration up to Ibn Mas’ood
RadhiAllaahu anhu, that Amr bin Utbah and his friends built

a Masjid behind al-Kufa, so Abdullaah bin Mas’ood

ordered for that Masjid to be demolished.

Then the news reached him that these people who had

built the Masjid would gather in a part of the Masjid of

12
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al-Kufa, and they would [collectively] say SubhanAllaah

aloud, Alhamdulillaah aloud and Allaahu Akbar.

So, Abdullaah bin Mas’ood wore a cloak which also
covered his head, then he went to them and sat with
them and when he came to know what they were
saying he uncovered the cloak from his head and then
said, 'l am Abu AbdurRahman, you have seen
yourselves more knowledgeable than the Companions
of Muhammad, or you have come oppressively with an

innovation....'

Abdullaah bin Mas’ood and others warned against
innovating in the religion, and they encouraged the
people to follow the Salaf. It is affirmed that Umar
RadhiAllaghu anhu cut down the tree under which the

Companions gave their oath of allegiance to the

13
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Prophet sallaliaahu alayhi wa sallam. This was when Umar
RadhiAllaahu anhu SAW some of the people going to it, and
when he saw that they were going there regularly he
asked about them and it was said to him, they go there
to pray where the Prophet sallaliaahu alayhi wa sallam prayed
whilst he was on his way to Hajj. Umar became angry
and said: 'Indeed those before you who tracked the

relics of their Prophets were destroyed.'

What is known is that the aim of building Masajid is to
gather the people in them for worship, and this is a
gathering which has a purpose in the Sharia. The
presence of the Saba Masajid (Seven Masajid) in one

place does not produce this aim.

In fact, it is a call to splitting and separation which

negates the aim of the Sharia, since these seven

14
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Masajid were not built to gather the people, because
they are very close in distance to each other, in fact
they were built for seeking blessings by the prayer
within them and making Dua. And this is clear

innovation in the religion.

As for the origin of these seven Masajid and having that

title then it does not have a chain narrating it, at all.

However, Ibn Zubalah mentioned the Masjid al-Fath,
however the narrator Ibn Zubalah is a liar. This is what
the scholars of Hadeeth graded him as.He died

towards the end of two hundred years.

Then after him came Ibn Shabah the historian, and he
also mentioned this Masjid. It is well known that
historians do not pay importance to the Isnaad (chains

of narrations) and their authentication. In fact they only

15
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convey what reaches them of information. They place
the responsibility of a matter being authentic upon
whoever narrated to them. This is what Al-Hafidh, al-

Imam Ibn Jareer said in his book 'Tareekh’.

As for the name of this Masjid or even for one of these
Masajid being affirmed in the Sharia, then this is not

known with an authentic Isnaad (chain).

Indeed the Companions took great concerns with
conveying the sayings of the Messenger and his
actions. Moreover, they conveyed everything they saw
the Prophet sallaliaghu alayhi wa sallam doing. Even relieving
himself, and they conveyed that the Prophet sallaiiaahu
alayhi wa sallam would come to Masjid Quba every week. His
prayer upon the martyrs at the battle of Uhud as a

farewell to them before he himself passed away, as

16
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well as other matters of which the books of Sunnah are

full.

As for these Masajid then the learned scholars and
historians have searched for the origins of the names of
these  Masajid. The learned  scholar  as-

Samhoodi Rahimahullaah said:
'l have not come across an origin for all of these.'

He said after some other speech: 'along with not
coming across an origin for the names of these Masajid,
| have not found the previously mentioned two

Masaijid.’

As for Shaykh ul Islaam Ibn Taymeeyah Rahimahullaah then
he says: 'the intent here is that the Companions and

their Successors (Tab'aeen) who followed them in

17
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goodness, never ever built anything on the remnants of

the Prophets.

For example, in a place where the Prophet stopped or
prayed in, or did something somewhere, they never
aimed to build a Masjid for the remnants of the
Prophets and righteous, in fact indeed the Imams of the
righteous, like Umar bin al-Khattab and others even
prohibited against intending to pray by chance and not
intentionally in a place where the Messenger of Allaah
sallAllaahu alayhiwa sallam had prayed. He mentioned that Umar
and the rest of the Companions from the Khulafah
Rashideen, Uthmaan and Ali, and the rest of the ten
[promised paradise] and others like Ibn Mas’ood,
Mua’dh bin Jabal, Ubay bin Kaab did not have the aim
of praying at those remnants. Furthermore, Shaykh ul-

Islaam mentioned that there are many Masajid in

( 1
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Madinah and there is no virtue for wanting to visit them

except for Masjid Quba.

As for what has been innovated into Islaam of Masajid
and shrines built over graves and remnants then they
are Bida innovated in Islaam, from the actions of the
one who does not know the Sharia of Islaam and what
Allaah sent Muhammad sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam With from
the perfection of Tawheed and having sincerity of the
religion for Allaah and blocking the gates to Shirk which

the Shaytaan opens for the children of Adam.'

Ash-Shaatabi mentioned in his book 'al-'ltisaam’', that
when Umar RadhiAllaahu anhu saw the people going to
pray at the place where the Messenger sallAllaahu alayhi wa

sallam prayed, he said,

(G s S U 53318 gyl ST () iy V30 aSU8 (IS (0l Lai)
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'Indeed the people before you were destroyed by
seeking and following the remnants of their Prophets

and took them as churches and places of business.’

He also said that Ibn Waddah said: 'Indeed Malik hated
all Bida even if it was in something which was good so
that people would take something as Sunnah which
was not Sunnah or take something as legislated which

was not known.'
Ash-Shaatabi Rahimahullaah also said:

'lbn Kananah was asked about the Athaar which were
left in Madinah. He answered, what we know to be

most affirmed is Quba....'

It is established that Umar RadhiAllaahu anhu cut down the
tree to which he saw the people going to, to pray there

fearing a trial and tribulation upon them. Umar bin

20
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Shabah mentioned in 'Akhbar al-Madinah'and after him

al-Ayni in 'Sharh al-Bukhari'

'There are many Masajid, however, they did not
mention al-Masajid as-Sabah (the Seven Masajid) by

this name.

Know that by this brief presentation that the al-Masajid
Sabah (the Seven Masajid) is not established by way of
narrations, in fact, nor what is called Masjid al-Fath,
Abul-Hayja the minister of the Ubayydieen took a
concern with these Masajid, and their Madhab is well-
known, whereby many of the people began visiting
these Masajid and praying there and sought blessings
from them, and this was the reason for many of the
visitors to the Masjid of the Messenger alayhi as-Salat wa

sallam to become misguided.

21
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Therefore, intending to single out these Masajid to visit
is a clear Bida'. These Masajid still remaining, is an
opposition to the intent of the Sharia and the
commands which Allaah sent of sincerity and purity of

worship for Allaah.

Removing them is necessitated by the Sunnah of the
Messenger of Allaah sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam whereby he

said:
3 568 Ll adde Gl See e (0
'Whoever does an action which we have not

commanded then it is rejected.’

It is obligatory to remove them to prevent Fitnah (trials
and tribulations), and to prevent the advancement of
Shirk, and in preserving the pure Ageedah of the

Muslims, and protecting the matter of Tawheed, whilst

22
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following the example of the guided Khaleefah Ameer
al-Mumineen Umar bin al-Khattab Radi Allaahu anhu,
whereby he cut down the tree of al-Hudaybiya when he
saw that the people were going to it, fearing a Fitnah
for the people, and he explained that the previous
nations were destroyed due to them following the
remnants of the Prophets with which they were not
ordered with, because that is a legislation for which

Allaah has not given permission.

Secondly, know from what has preceded, that directing
people to these Masajid as-Sabah and other innovated
Masajid to know about the remnants or for worship,
and to touch and rub their walls and their Mihrabs, and
seeking blessings from is a Bida, and is a type from the

types of Shirk.
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It is also a resemblance to the actions of the non-
Muslims with their idols, comparable with the first
period of Jahileeyah. It is obligatory upon every Muslim
who wants to advise himself, to leave this action, and

also advising his Muslim brothers to leave it.

Thirdly, you should know that what some of the weak
souls carry out of deceiving Hujjaj and visitors, and
taking them for a fee to these places of Bida like
Masajid as-Sabah - is a deed which is prohibited. As for
what they take of money in return, then it is a Haraam

earning, so it is designated upon him to stop doing this.
Gy ¥ CUA (e 48007 (2) BoAR A Jad dl) (30 (A

{And whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to

Him, He will make a way for him to get out (from every

24
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difficulty). And He will provide him from (sources) he

never could imagine.)

#JMJM‘}M@J&L;&\#} 66...\5‘53‘4:\)L\‘5.

Success lies with Allaah, may Allaah send praise and security upon our

Prophet Muhammad, his family and his Companions.

The General Presidency for Research and Fatawa

AbdulAziz bin Abdullaah bin Baz — AbdulAziz Ala ash-
Shaykh - Abdullaah bin Ghudian - Salih al-Fawzan -

Bakr Abu Zayed

[Volume 5 - Figh — Prayer Fatawa no. 19729]
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